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Published quarterly – March, June, September and December

In June 2017 Shropshire Cat Rescue relaunched its quarterly magazine as a brand new, 
full-colour glossy magazine. It is full of interesting and informative articles about cat care 
and the work the Shelter does.
With a quarterly distribution of 1000 copies, your advertisement can be seen in homes, 
Vets and more all around Shropshire. It is available online through our website and 
Facebook page, which has an audience of around 50,000 cat lovers.

BUSINESSES – why not promote your goods and services to these cat 
lovers with an advertisement in this exciting new publication? The 
magazine is A5 (14.8x21cm) 
Eighth of a page - £20 per edition - £60 for the year
Quarter of a page - £35 per edition - £105 for the year
Half Page - £55 per edition - £165 for the year
Full Page - £80 per edition - £240 for the year

Prestigious Back Cover Position - £120 per edition - £360 for the year

Contact us NOW to be part of this exciting 
magazine!

Telephone Marion Micklewright on:

 01743 872857
Email: info@shropshirecatrescue.org.uk
www.shropshirecatrescue.org.uk

Advertising space for sale

Advertise your business in 

The Cat’s Whiskers

Welcome to the Winter 2019 edition of The 
Cat’s Whiskers.

Welcome to the Winter 2019 edition 
of The Cat’s Whiskers.

Mandy our cover star was 
photographed in the Retirement 
Village some time ago.

I hope you enjoy reading the Winter 
magazine.

A big thank you to all our long-term 
contributors and supporters and also 
those appearing for the first time in 
this edition.

 

We are already planning our next 
edition. Maybe you would like to 
contribute an article or photograph? 
Please let me know.

David Bates.
Magazine Editor.
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Shelter News.
By Marion Micklewright, Shelter Manager.

Autumn eventually saw the 
reduction in the huge volume 
of kittens that had been in 
temporary residence at our 
shelter.  Too many kittens 
mean too much work and the 
stresses and strains that this 
brings weighs heavily on the 
volunteers who are already 
stretched.  We have reduced 
the number through regular 
rehoming, we do still have 
plenty of kittens in our pens.  

Having hand-reared two tiny 
kittens through the summer in 
a spare bedroom in the house; 
I was somewhat relieved when 
Rene volunteered to hand rear 
yet another little orphan to 
give me a much-needed sleep 
catchup.  Minnie comes into 
work with Rene as she can’t be 
left alone for too long, as does 
Lucky my second hand-rear 
who was rehomed to volunteer 
Karen.  Buzz, who was raised 
from a day old has now joined 
the Micklewright household 
and has become best pals with 
Hector the Poodle.
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Tracey and Andy have continued 
to work hard on repairing and 
enhancing the shelter (it’s amazing 
what a lick of paint can do).  They 
have just finished an internal 
overhaul of the Gift Shop which 
will be selling less in the way of 
gifts and more in the way of cat 
supplies which include food, bowls, 
toys, carriers, scratching posts and 
all accessories at very reasonable 
prices.
Our Open Days have come to an end 
until next year, so too has our supply 
of fantastic and mouth dribbling 
cakes.  We would like to thank Rene 
so much for donating the majority 
of cakes that we sold at our Open 
Days.  Thanks also to Anne who has 
volunteered to bake mince pies for 
our Moggies Christmas Wonderland 
event.
Our Moggies Retirement Village is 
currently full to overflowing.  We 
do not want to turn cats away that 
are threatened with euthanasia, 
especially when there is nothing 
wrong with them.  But we are 
struggling to cater for the huge 
demand that faces us.  The majority 
of elderly cats that are admitted into 
our village, live for many additional 
years, due in part to the quality of 
veterinary care that we are able 
to provide.  Our oldest resident 
Sparkle is 21 years old.  Many of our 
residents are in their late teens and 
will hopefully continue to thrive in 
their cosy environment – they are 
the lucky ones. 
Henry, Piper and Elsa were admitted 

into the shelter in August.  Henry 
and Piper now reside in the 
village and Elsa roams freely as 
she is much younger.  Their owner 
Dee had to move into sheltered 
accommodation and was not able to 
take them with her.  Luckily Dee has 
been visiting the cats and has been 
helping out whilst here.
We had a desperate plea from a lady 
in Bridgnorth whose ground floor 
flat had been taken over by a semi-
feral cat family which was escalating 
out of control.  Three mother cats 
and one dad had between them 
produced fourteen kittens, two of 
the mothers were daughters of the 
eldest female.  After three visits, 
all the cats were finally trapped, or 
so we had thought – another two 
young cats are still on site from an 
earlier litter, a trap has been left and 
they will have to be returned to site 
as we have no more places for them 
to go.  Whilst some of the kittens are 
now socialised with humans and 
human homes, the majority have 
been found outside homes as they 
panic when shut inside a human 
home.  The lady that originally 
contacted us has been left with a 
large bill as she had to replace a 
bed, carpets and curtains as well 
as window blinds.  This could have 
been avoided had she contacted 
us as soon as she knew there were 
unneutered cats living at the bottom 
of her garden.
Two kittens abandoned in a carrier 
were taken to a vet and then 
brought to SCR.  Both had cat flu 
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and one never made it past day 
one.  The second now living with 
one of our volunteers, has made a 
good recovery.  Cat flu kills and we 
continue to be amazed at how many 
people still don’t vaccinate their 
kittens.
Children from Runcorn visited the 

shelter in October and decorated 
wooden coasters for the volunteers 
to use during their break time.  In 
addition to being creative, the 
children spent time with all of the 
animals and also enjoyed team 
challenges to strengthen their social 
development.

The Big Oak Tree project suffered a minor set back in the form of an 
underground wasps nest right on the pathway.  We are hoping that once 
vacated the wasps will not return and we can proceed with creating our 
lovely space. 

All photographs supplied by Marion Micklewright.
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Pleased to meet you…
By Anji Smith, Volunteer.

My name is Anji Smith. I started to 
volunteer at the shelter in October 
2011. This eight-year journey has 
been one of the most life enhancing 
things I have ever done. I’d always 
promised that once I retired, I’d go 
cat cuddling, but it was my daughter 
Susie who actually completed the 
application form and got me to sign 
it. Not much later she joined me 
volunteering, but that is her story to 
tell.
Initially I worked the Tuesday 
morning shift, this gradually evolved 
into weighing the free range and 
elderly cats which I’ve been doing 
for a few years now. This means that 
I’m responsible for flagging up cats 
who aren’t doing well, partly due 
to weight loss, but also as I get to 
know every individual well, I note 
any changes in their behaviour 
and demeanour. This helps to 
prevent any cat slipping through 
the treatment net and suffering 
unnecessarily.
In 2014 I started to make Perspex 
keyrings to help towards fund 
raising, using pictures I’d taken 
of the shelter cats. This grew into 
producing fridge magnets, still the 
most popular line, coasters and gift 
packs. These are sold at outreach 
events, in the shelter shop and the 
Boutique in Shrewsbury.
It was originally Susie’s idea to 
produce the calendar using 

photographs sent in by families 
who’d adopted cats and kittens 
from Shropshire Cat Rescue. This 
proved to be very popular but also 
time consuming, so after the first 
year when we worked together to 
produce the 2016 Forever Homes 
Calendar, I took over the entire task 
because working and training as a 
veterinary nurse left Susie with no 
spare time. 
Entries start coming in during 
January and I try to complete the 
artwork for the printers by June. 
I was late with it this year as I was 
persuaded to foster a mother cat, 
Daisy, and her five kittens. The 
original estimate of two weeks 
became over two months but that is 
also another story. Just try to work 
on the computer when several furry 
little IT experts insist on helping! 
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Village Life.
By Karen Wainwright, Volunteer.

We have had some newcomers to the Retirement Village.

Henry
Arrived at the Shelter in August 2019. He is 17 
years old. Henry loves having a lot of fuss. He 
is a real cutie and I am sure he will break a few 
hearts. Photograph by Pat Piggott.

Piper
Piper also arrived in August 2019 with Henry. 
Piper is 15 years old but sadly she is not keen 
on cuddles which is a shame, but hopefully in 
time, this may change as she gets used to the 
volunteers. Photograph by Pat Piggott.

Lizzie
Lizzie came to the retirement village in 
September 2019. She is 12 years old and enjoys 
having attention but does not like being picked 
up. Sadly, when she came to us, she had only 
one eye, she is adapting very well in the village 
life. Photograph by Karen Wainwright.

The retirement village has 
had a make-over.  All this 
work has been carried out 
by volunteers Tracey and 
Andrew and it looks fabulous. 
Their efforts have made the 
cottages and summerhouse 
in the village and other 
areas within the Shelter very 
colourful and look like new.
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The Purrfect Tattoo Day.
By Mel Smith, Boutique Manager.

Lolly from Adorn Body Art Gallery 
in Mardol, Shrewsbury held a cat 
themed charity day to raise money 
for Shropshire Cat Rescue. Lolly 
holds several flash days for local 
charities throughout the year and 
on 8th August, (International Cat 
Day) she chose to help Shropshire 
Cat Rescue. Lolly loves to go and 
visit the cats at the rescue centre at 
Bayston Hill and especially likes the 
retirement village where the elderly 
cats live. With her love of cats, she 
wanted to do something to raise 
funds to help them.
The event was advertised on 
Instagram and within an hour she 
was fully booked. With the help of 
Emmie Mckee, her receptionist, the 
day started at 10am.
Lolly drew a sheet of her exclusive 
cat designs for the clients to choose 
from and everyone that came in for 
a tattoo got a free pair of sequin cat 

ears. It was a hard day’s work but lots 
of fun and they were finally finished 
at 7pm.
They managed to raise a whopping 
£665 and all the proceeds went to 
Shropshire Cat Rescue.
We would like to thank Lolly, Emmie 
and all the clients for kindly giving 
their time and hard work to help 
Shropshire Cat Rescue. The cats in 

Emmie and Lolly at Adorn on their spiral 
staircase. Photograph by Mel Smith.

Lolly doing a cat tattoo 
for client Ed Williamson. 
Photograph by Emmie Mckee.
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the village are especially grateful.
You can find Adorn Body Art Gallery 
at 19 Mardol, Shrewsbury, SY1 1PU 
or phone 01743 343330 or email 
enquiries@adorn-studioco.uk.  
Follow on Instagram: lollytattoo or 
Facebook Adorn-body.art.gallery.

Some of the cat tattoos done for clients. 
Photographs by Lolly.

A Big Thank You…
To the volunteers who raised just over £76 at M&S Food Hall, Meole Brace, 
Shrewsbury on Saturday 12th October.   Thank you to all the customers of 
M&S who gave so generously.

Our brilliant SCR Volunteers.
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Cats - How can you help reduce stress?
By Susie Phillips, Registered Veterinary Nurse and Volunteer.

In part 1 of this 2 part article I focus 
on toilet, water and feeding facilities 
to help prevent stress or reduce 
existing stress in both single and 
multi-cat households.
Toileting Facilities: Golden Rule 
– One litter tray per cat plus one 
extra, for example 3 cats = 4 litter 
trays.
Place a litter tray on every floor of 
your home. This will mean your cat/s 
have access to one at all times. This 
is even more important if you have 
a cat that is currently experiencing 
cystitis.  Ensure all litter trays are 
situated away from busy and noisy 
areas. Avoid placing them next to 
entry and exit points. Cats prefer 
to toilet in private so placing the 
litter trays in quieter areas will help 
reduce stress levels.
Choose a litter tray that suits your 
cat/s as some prefer uncovered litter 
trays whereas others will choose a 
covered litter tray. If using a covered 
or uncovered litter tray ensure there 
is enough room for the cat to get 
in, turn around and go to the toilet 
without touching or hanging over 
the sides. Removing the flap on the 
front of hooded litter trays can help 
some cats.
Cats have a very sensitive sense 
of smell so the use of scented cat 
litters or liners can put them off 
using the litter tray.  Make sure the 

depth of the litter is about 3cms as 
this has been shown in studies to be 
preferred.  The cat has enough to dig 
and then bury its business without 
floundering in excessive litter.  Clean 
out any soiled litter as soon as 
possible and completely change the 
cat litter every week and clean the 
tray. Ideally use soap and hot water 
or an unscented specific litter tray 
cleaner and ensure that the product 
you are using is not toxic to cats. The 
scent of these is also less likely to put 
cats off using the litter tray once it 
has been cleaned. Beware, ammonia 
based products will definitely put a 
cat off using the litter tray and any 
residue can be toxic.
Make sure the litter tray is on a 
stable surface. Cats and kittens will 
not go into something that moves as 
they climb in.  If your cat isn’t using 
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a litter tray, try moving its location. 
If this doesn’t help consider trying 
different cat litters and/or litter trays 
but don’t do both at the same time 
otherwise you will not know which 
change, whether of litter or tray, has 
encouraged your cat to use it. 
Even if your cat normally goes 
outside to the toilet offering a litter 
tray inside may help reduce stress.  A 
cause of stress could be something 
outside which may make a cat 
reluctant to venture outdoors. This 
stressor could be a variety of things 
e.g. a new cat in their territory, 
building work or new neighbours.  
If your cat/s go outside to the toilet 
help them by finding an area where 
they will be hidden, loosen the soil 
and add fine play sand (not builders 
sand) to aid drainage. 

Drinking Facilities:  Golden Rule 
– One water bowl per cat plus 
one, for example 2 cats = 3 water 
bowls.
Fill bowls right to the top as cats are 
reluctant to place their face fully 
into a bowl. For the same reason 

use wide shallow bowls rather than 
small deep ones.  Place bowls in 
various locations around the home, 
ideally away from the wall so your 
cat can choose where to drink and 
can also watch what’s going on in 
the surrounding area.
Some cats prefer running water. 
This can be provided by using water 
fountains, as you can’t always be 
around to turn the tap on for them.  
Water bowls need to be located at 
least a metre away from food bowls 
as unlike humans, cats do not eat 
and drink at the same time. There 
should be an even greater distance 
from litter trays.

Eating Facilities: Golden Rule 
– Cats are not social diners so 
feed them separately from one 
another.
In a multi cat household feeding 
them all in the same location 
increases the likelihood of inter 
cat conflict.  As with water bowls, 
food bowls should be placed away 
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from the wall so the cat eating can 
survey its surroundings.  Some cats 
prefer to eat higher up so providing 
a suitable place for them would 
reduce stress at mealtimes. This 
is particularly useful in multi cat 
households.
The use of puzzle feeders helps to 
stimulate cats by involving their 
problem-solving skills and engaging 
their hunting instincts. These can 
be as simple as empty toilet rolls 
with biscuits placed inside. Some 
commercial puzzle feeders require 
cats to open compartments to gain 
access to the food within. Others 
have to be patted by a paw to make 
them move to release the contents.  
Some require a cat to use its paw to 
remove the food from the feeder. 
The new “no more bowls system” 
encourages cats to search and use 
their natural hunting instincts. 
Specially designed “mice” containing 
dry food are hidden around the 
house for them to seek out. A good 
quality complete dry food is perfect 

for all of these puzzle feeders, but 
care must be taken to weigh the 
total amount of food used to avoid 
overeating.
In Part 2, I discuss the importance of 
play, providing scratching facilities 
and safe places.
Susie Phillips is a Registered 
Veterinary Nurse and has completed 
the ISFM Advanced Diploma in Feline 
Behaviour.  Susie has volunteered for 
Shropshire Cat Rescue with her mum 
for over 5 years and loves it. 
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Save the Date.

Our fabulous Events Team are raising funds for SCR.  Please come and 
support our events.

Solid Gold Grotty Quiz.
Thursday 5th December 2019.
Shrewsbury Club at 7.30pm. 
Christmas themed Raffle. 
Curry or Chilli and rice available - £4.50. 
Vegetarian option available. 
Ring Carol Beels to book your table on 07860 620931.

Sabrina Cruise Live music and nibbles 
Thursday 23rd July 2020.
Tickets £15.
Ring Carol Beels to book on 07860 620931.

Volunteers New Year Party. 
Friday 17th January 2020.
The Peach Tree, Shrewsbury at 7.30pm.
£15 for 2 course meal.
Free raffle and Quiz. 
Ring Daphne Owen to book on 07579 001585.

SCR Quiz Night
Thursday 10th September 2020.  
Havana Republic, Abbey Foregate, SY2 6AE. 
Includes raffle.
Ring Carol Beels to book your table on 07860 620931.

SCR Quiz Night.
Friday 20th March 2020.
Salop Unison Club at 7.30pm. 
Includes raffle.
Ring Carol Beels to book your table on 07860 620931. 

Bonfire Night raffle and tin shake
November 2020 at Oak Meadow School.
Special guest appearance of Mickey the Cat. 

SCR Stand and tin shake.
Saturday 23rd May 2020.
The Square, Shrewsbury.

SCR Quiz Night.
Thursday 3rd December 2020. 
Shrewsbury Club.
Includes raffle and food available.  
Ring Carol Beels to reserve your table on 07860 
620931. 

SCR Quiz Night.
Friday 12th June 2020.
Salop Unison Club at 7.30pm.  
Includes raffle.
Ring Carol Beels to book your table on 07860 620931. 

Keep up to date about events and other news at www.shropshirecatrescue.org.uk or follow us on
    @shropshirecatrescue,        @shropshirecatrescue or @bigPURRproject,      @shropshirecatrescue.
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How to sponsor Shropshire Cat Rescue
Sponsor a Cat - £12 a year

Sponsor the Rabbits and Guinea Pigs - £15 a year

Sponsor the Nursery - £25 a year

Pickle moved into the Retirement Village in 2016 at 
the age of 10. She is tabby and white.

There are seven hutches and a large enclosure for the 
rabbits and guinea pigs.  The rabbits are neutered and 
vaccinated.  Some are rehomed whilst others are cared 
for at the Shelter.

The Nursery was built in 2011 from a grant by Support 
Adoption for Pets. There are seven pens for pregnant 
and nursing females and two incubators for orphans.

Titch is an elderly stray who came to live in the 
Retirement Village in February 2013. She is black and 
white and blind, but she still enjoys a good life.

Annwyn is a 12 month old tortoiseshell and white 
female. She now lives at the Shelter and has put 
herself in charge of vermin control.

Mandy moved into the Retirement Village in October 
2014. She is a blue Chinchilla Persian with lots of 
character.
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How to sponsor Shropshire Cat Rescue

Sponsor the Moggies Retirement Village - £50 a year

Sponsor the Shelter - £100 a year

The Moggies Retirement Village was built in 2010 and is 
currently home to over 25 elderly cats. 

The Shelter was built in 1999 and has continued 
to grow. We have 13 free ranger cats, 25 cats in the 
Retirement Village plus up to 122 cats and kittens 
waiting for homes. 

Your sponsorship or your gift

Pickle

£12
Your sponsorship begins on 
the first of the month following 
receipt of payment and lasts for 
12 months.  

You will receive a Sponsorship 
Certificate, plus an information 
sheet about your chosen 
sponsorship package, one or 
more photographs and an annual 
update to keep you in touch.

Mandy

Titch

Annwyn

Rabbits and guinea 
pigs £15

The Nursery £25

The Moggies 
Retirement Village £50

The Shelter £100
In addition to the above you will 
also receive 4 editions of The Cat’s 
Whiskers Magazine

TOTAL PAYABLE £

Please return the form and a cheque, made payable to Shropshire Cat Rescue, to Shropshire Cat 
Rescue, Windy Ridge, Lyth Hill Road, Bayston Hill, Shrewsbury, SY3 0AU.
More information about our sponsorship packages can be found online at
www.shropshirecatrescue.org.uk 
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How to sponsor Shropshire Cat Rescue
Your details

Title: Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms/Dr Address:

First Name(s):

Surname:

Tel:

Mobile:

Email: Postcode:

Is this a Gift?
If you are purchasing a sponsorship package as a gift, please provide the recipient’s 
details below. Your gift will be sent directly to them with a gift card bearing your 
name. To ensure your gift arrives on time, please order your gift package at 
least 2 weeks before the special day. 

Date gift should arrive: Occasion: 
Birthday/Anniversary/Christmas

Who is gift from (to appear on card): Other occasion:

Name of recipient: Address:

Tel:

Mobile:

Email: Postcode:

- boost your donation by 25p of Gift Aid for every £1 you donate!

I am a UK Taxpayer and would like to Gift Aid the cost of my sponsorship package. 

I understand that if I pay less Income Tax and/or Capital Gains Tax in the current tax 
year than the amount of Gift Aid claimed on all my donations it is my responsibility 
to pay any difference.

Please tick

Gift Aid is reclaimed by the Shropshire Cat Rescue from the tax you pay for the current tax year. Your address is needed 
to identify you as a current UK taxpayer.
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How you can help us
Not everyone can adopt a cat but there are lots of ways you can support the 
work we do at the Shelter.
You can find out about our sponsorship packages on pages 19 and 
20, visit us online at www.shropshirecatrescue.org.uk or contact 
Marion Micklewright at the Shelter on 01743 872857.

Donate any sum of money at our Virgin money 
giving page.

To buy a unique range Shropshire Cat Rescue 
merchandise from our eBay shop.

Visit our page and donate goods from our 
wishlist.

Giveacar is a not-for-profit social enterprise that 
can turn your old car into cash for UK charity.

By Cheque, payable to Shropshire Cat Rescue and 
sent to Windy Ridge, Lyth Hill Road, Bayston Hill, 
Shrewsbury, SY3 0AU.

When you shop on AmazonSmile, the AmazonSmile 
Foundation will donate 0.5% of the purchase price 
of eligible products to the Shropshire Cat Rescue.

A free way to raise money for Shropshire Cat 
Rescue when you shop online!  Shop at over 
4,300 leading stores via their website and you’ll 
raise free funds for us.

The Cat’s Whiskers Magazine

Leaving a Legacy  

The quarterly magazine can be sent to you by post for a minimum donation 
of £5 for 4 editions.  This covers the cost of postage and packaging.  You 
can subscribe online at www.shropshirecatrescue.org.uk or contact 
Cindy Mason-Morris at the Shelter on 01743 872857.

If you would like to remember Shropshire Cat Rescue, please write us into 
your Will and register it with your solicitor; that way you can rest assured 
that you are going to make a real difference to the lives of many cats. 
Ask your solicitor to record our charity name “Shropshire Cat Rescue” and 
number (No. 1071884) or contact the Shelter if more information is required.
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I said to Richard, while packaging 
chocolate orders the other night 
“How have I got so involved with 
Shropshire Cat Rescue?” Not that this 
is a bad thing, but it seems to have 
just happened. Then I realised why; 
Twitter! 
Everyone I have met so far, 
connected to SCR in whatever way, 
have been so lovely! I think it began 
with Susan asking us for a box of 
chocolates for an SCR event earlier 
this year. She was putting together a 
gorgeous sounding pamper hamper 
and we gave some boxes for that.
From then it has grown through 
Twitter.  I was then having a Spring 
Declutter clear out of the house 
while the chocolate and cake 
businesses were having a lull and 
I contacted Susan to see if the SCR 
Boutique in Shrewsbury would like 
any items which I thought good 
enough for the SCR Boutique! She 
got Marg (a Trustee) and Alan on the 
case right away and as I don’t drive, 
they very kindly came and collected 
the boxes and bags! 
Marg came back for a second 
collection a few weeks later! For the 
Quiz Night at Havana Republic we 
took the night off from work and 

joined the fun. We sat with Marg, 
Alan and Susan so were already 
made to feel so welcome by them 
all and met many others, Carol and 
Charlie, to name a few, at the event.
After all this excitement and feeling 
‘these are my sort of people’ and 
having ALWAYS loved cats – I 
advised Marg and Susan that I’d 
like to help with their website 
and marketing. Not being able to 
drive makes it tricky to get to the 
Shelter. A good job really as I’d be 
there every day and say hell to the 
chocolate and cake! Marg invited 
me for a look round the Shelter at 
Bayston Hill and Susan came too! 

By Laura L Clarke, Lefevre Chocolate and Lefevre Cakes, Shrewsbury.
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So lovely to see them again and get 
to see first-hand what a huge and 
fantastic operation SCR is!
I was quite moved while I was there. 
Seeing what can be achieved if 
people give their time and skills and 
love for free! It still brings a lump to 
my throat now weeks later. I took 
some photos to mainly show Richard 
when I got home but then shared 
on social media and our Lefevre 
Chocolate blog too and hope to 
have ‘got the word’ out there about 
SCR and that it is a very special place 
to visit. The love that is put into 
running such a place is palpable. The 
cats are so happy looking in their 
eyes and in their behaviour. Even 
the poorly ones. Even the really tiny 
ones! I was lucky enough to get to 
snuggle a tiny black kitten (called 
Lucky at the time) but now re named 
Clover. I believe she had been 
dropped from the sky by a bird of 
prey! There is a book there for sure. I 
believe Rachael is now looking after 
her and I wish her all the very best 
for her happy little cat life. Hoping 

to see her with her own Instagram 
account shortly!
So yes, I am waxing lyrical about 
SCR. I am boring everyone I know 
with tales of my visit and flooding 
my personal and business social 
media at times with SCR related 
posts. These cats can’t shout from 
the roof tops themselves, so I’ll 
happily do my bit for them!  
THANK YOU to everyone who has 
ever and continues to give any of 
their time to SCR. The cats thank you 
in their own ways I’m sure, but I just 
felt such an overwhelming sense of 
gratitude from them all – to us all – 
that I want to pass it on. 
I feel honoured to be part of SCR 
now and to have been so welcomed 
into the community and that’s what 
it feels like; a family. I can’t wait to 
visit the shelter again soon and am 
looking forward to meeting more of 
you at the December Quiz Night. 

Photographs supplied by Laura Clarke.
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Shropshire Cat Rescue trustees and 
volunteers were invited by local 
author, Kevin Horak, to a launch 
party for his latest book Mildred the 
Crazy Cat Lady. 
We were all greeted with a glass 
of fizz at the Ten and Six in Mardol, 
Shrewsbury and nibbles were 
offered throughout the evening. 
Kevin made a great speech, in 
which, he mentioned Shropshire Cat 
Rescue, and this was followed by a 
wonderful reading from the book by 
Kevin’s fiancée Lauren Parsons.   
The Mayor of Shrewsbury, Phil 
Gillam made a lovely speech wishing 
Kevin every success.  The Mayor has 
recently adopted a rescue cat so is 
looking forward to reading the book.

Kevin signed his first editions for the 
many people keen to read Mildred 
the Crazy Cat Lady.

Mildred Crazy Cat Lady book launch. 
By Mel Smith, Boutique Manager.

Photographs supplied 

by Mel Smith.
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Charity dance show raises over £1000!
By Daphne Owen, Volunteer.

A big thank you to Michelle Delieu.

In June, Michelle Delieu of Love 
2 Dance Academy held a grand 
Charity Dance Show at the Marches 
School, Oswestry. She staged the 
concert to showcase the talents of 
the many students who attend her 
dance academy and also to raise 
funds for two charities close to her 
heart - Alder Hey Children’s Hospital 
and Shropshire Cat Rescue. 

There was a matinee and evening 
performance and Michelle raised 
over £2,000 which was split between 
the two charities. SCR received a 
magnificent £1,012.18.

We were amazed at the many 
different styles of dance and the 
wide age range of the students 
taking part. SCR volunteers ran 
a tombola at the event to add to 
fundraising activities.

Many thanks to Michelle for all her 
hard work in running the charity 

dance show. All of us at SCR and our 
cats really appreciate it. 

Love 2 Dance can be found on Facebook or
www.love2danceclasses.com

Cheques presented to SCR by 
Michelle Delieu.

Tombola and SCR Volunteers

Shropshire 
Cat Rescue 

Boutique 
Christmas 

Hamper 
raffle.

Tickets on sale at £1 per strip

at the Boutique.

The Mayor of Shrewsbury will 
make the draw on Saturday 21st 

December 2019 at 2.30pm.

Sherry and mince pies.

Live music from Smelly Cat Club 
1pm to 3pm. 
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Quiz Night raises funds for The Big PURR 
Project.
By Susan Marine, Boutique and Shelter Volunteer.

We had another successful quiz 
night in aid of Shropshire Cat 
Rescue’s Big PURR Project raising a 
fantastic £366. 
The quiz was won by The Meowwies, 
Ruthie Lowe, Siân Marshall, Miranda 
Lowe and Jack Denison, who very 
kindly donated their winnings to 
SCR. 
Thank you to everyone who 
supported the event, the generous 
raffle donations and Havana 
Republic, Shrewsbury for providing 
a lovely venue.  Thanks also to Carol 
Witherow for being Quiz Master, 
Paul O’Calloghan for compiling 
the questions and our dedicated 

SCR fundraising team consisting 
of Carol Beels, Mandy Lloyd-Butler, 
Julie Kampler and Daphne Owen for 
organising the event. 
More details about future 
fundraising events can be 
found on the SCR website 
www.shropshirecatrescue.org.uk.

The very generous offer from 
my kind neighbour, Barbara, of a 
presentation on colour choices to 
suit individual skin colour, tone, hair 
and eye colour in aid of SCR was 
much too good to refuse.  Six of us 
gathered in her lovely converted 
barn on a sunny afternoon for two 
hours of relaxation, fun and good 
advice on what colours to wear, 
including whether silver or gold 
suited our skin tone.
The neighbouring 18 year old black, 
long-haired cat, Ozzy, strolled in 
to supervise the event and check 
refreshments were up to scratch, 
looking effortlessly elegant.  
Everyone enjoyed a well-earned 
break from routine and generously 
donated £125.00 to the Moggies 
Retirement Village.

This donation seemed particularly 
apt coming from Trefonen, once 
the home of the late stalwart SCR 
volunteer, Willy Burrows.  Her cat, 
Mandy, who is flourishing in the 
MRV, has recently had to have an eye 
removed.
Our sincere thanks to Barbara.
Ruth is currently a supporter of SCR 
but has in the past volunteered for 
the Charity at the former Ellesmere 
Shop.  

Colourwiser for Rescue Cats
By Ruth Dawes, SCR Supporter.

‘The Meowwies’
Photograph supplied by

Susan Marine.

Photograph supplied 

by Ruth Dawes
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HEALTH MATTERS – NEUTERING.
By Rebecca Bennett, Quarry Vets.

One of the common surgical 
procedures we carry out at Quarry 
Vets is the neutering of cats to 
prevent them either having kittens 
or being the father to kittens. 
The figures are scary… one un-
neutered female cat can be 
responsible for 20,000 descendants 
in just 5 years.  That is a lot of often 
unwanted cats needing homes, a 
lot of work for rescue centres like 
Shropshire Cat Rescue, and a lot of 
potential stray cats having less than 
ideal lives. 
We can help solve this problem by 
neutering our cats.  Historically, cats 
used to be neutered from 6 months 
of age.  They can however become 
sexually active from just 4 months 
old and so neutering them at this 
age, as long as they are healthy 
and well grown, is now generally 
recommended.  Cats will also breed 
with their brothers and sisters so 
even if they are not going outside 
at an early age, if there are young 
cats in the same household then 
pregnancies can result. 
In male cats the surgical procedure 
is called castration and involves the 
removal of the testes via a small 
incision over the scrotum.  In female 
cats the procedure is commonly 
referred to as spaying.  The ovaries 
and uterus are removed (the 

equivalent of a woman having a full 
hysterectomy).  Most of the time the 
surgical site is on the left side of the 
cat (see photos) but occasionally 
we do what is called a ‘midline’ spay 
where the surgical site is underneath 
their tummy.  Sometimes there will 
be stitches to remove, although a lot 
of the time no stitches are visible on 
the outside.  

Female cat under anaesthetic and ready for 
surgery to neuter her, with the hair clipped on her 
side.
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Although neutering is ‘routine’ 
surgery which we do most days at 
Quarry Vets, it is still surgery under 
full general anaesthetic.  It is very 
important that your pet is rested 
well afterwards and that you follow 
all instructions given by the vet or 
nurse.  Your cat may want to jump 
and run around, but especially in 
female cats this can damage the 
stitches that have been placed 
so care needs to be taken post-
operatively to try and reduce the 
chance of complications. 
There are wide ranging benefits to 
getting your cat neutered as well as 

the most obvious one of preventing 
unwanted kittens.   Male cats are 
less likely to roam, to fight and 
spread/catch diseases and to show 
behaviours such as spraying that 
are associated with being territorial.   
Females, as well as being unable 
to get pregnant, are less likely to 
develop mammary cancer and less 
likely to contract diseases such as FIV 
and FeLV. 
Neutering- overall, a win-win 
situation! 
With Autumn and Winter upon us 
and all the summer kittens growing 
up, now may be the time to contact 
your vet and get your pet booked in 
for their surgical procedure… 

Rebecca Bennett graduated from 
the University of Edinburgh in 
1999, and has worked at Quarry 
Vets, Shrewsbury since 2008. 
She enjoys all aspects of her job, 
especially working with cats. 
Quarry Vets can be contacted at 
www.quarryvets-shrewsbury.co.uk or 
telephone 01743 362556.

After surgery, a small surgical site with all stitches 
(sutures) buried underneath the skin so there are 
none to be chewed or licked out. 
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Your cat Questions.

Answered by Susie Phillips, Registered Veterinary 
Nurse and Volunteer.

Hi, I’m going away on holiday and I am 
not sure which is the best option for my 
cat Molly; can you give me any advice to 
help me choose the best option for her?
The decision to choose a cattery, 
house sitter or a neighbour popping 
in is dependent on Molly’s individual 
personality and needs.

If Molly is used to being outside and 
only has human interaction when 
she receives food then a neighbour 
popping in to feed her twice a day 
might work best for her.
If Molly hides when strangers come 
round she may not be happy with a 
house sitter or a neighbour coming 
in to feed her unless she already 
knows and accepts them. Consider 

carefully if opting for a cattery 
as the stress of new people and 
strange surroundings may also be 
very stressful for Molly. Even if Molly 
knows her potential carer this new 
routine should still be introduced 
very carefully. The person taking on 

her care should understand Molly’s 
personality and needs and be willing 
to spend time in the house with her 
before your holiday, ideally coming 
in a few times to feed her. This would 
help Molly to accept and trust her 
temporary provider. Keeping to 
regular feeding times and normal 
routines as closely as possible would 
also help Molly to adjust to your 
absence.
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If Molly craves human attention 
having a neighbour or sitter coming 
in briefly twice a day could cause her 
to become lonely and to wander in 
search of the human interaction she 
needs. In this situation a house sitter 
who is prepared to provide a lot of 
fuss and attention may work, but 
ideally a cattery where Molly would 
be kept secure and would receive 
attention several times during the 
day might be best as it removes the 
risk of her becoming lost or injured.
If Molly is elderly or young and/
or mischevious or has medical 
needs she will need the extra 
care that a good cattery should 

provide and where she could be 
closely monitored. If Molly needs 
medication at certain times she 
may not be about when a sitter or 
neighbour arrives and if their time is 
limited to how long they can wait for 
her to appear her medication may 
become irregular or even missed.

Susie Phillips is a Registered 
Veterinary Nurse and has completed 
the ISFM Advanced Diploma in Feline 
Behaviour.  Susie has volunteered for 
Shropshire Cat Rescue with her mum 
for over 5 years and loves it. 

All photographs supplied by Susie Phillips.
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The Duke of Edinburgh’s Award.
By Tracy Frampton, DofE and Student Volunteer Officer.

I know every September I will 
get a flood of applicants for DofE 
volunteering, the ever eager who 
love working with cats, and normally 
I take a deep breath load up my 
spreadsheet and arrange to meet all 
that apply. However, this year I had 
to do something I had always tried to 
avoid, which is turn people away.
Four years ago, I had to advertise for 
volunteers, now the list has over 10 
students.  If you think about it, each 
volunteer works three months which 
is a lot to fit into a school year.
It all starts with me arranging the 
meet and greet with each student. 
Meeting the students helps me to 
match the right Shelter volunteer to 
help the student settle in on their 
first day, that nervous first day that 
I’m sure we all remember.  New 
students don’t stay nervous for long, 
they soon settle in, even if it’s easier 
for them to talk to cats rather than 
humans.
It’s been such a journey so far, 
meeting so many students, having 
them leave with a smile on their face 
and parents telling me how much 
working with cats and Shropshire 
Cat Rescue has improved their 

confidence at home.
It’s a big responsibility and a lot of 
hard work but I cannot even think 
about ever giving it up.  I love cats, 
even as I type this, I have one purring 
on my lap.  I love helping those who 
need a little more encouragement to 
step out of the shadows and show 
the world how bright they truly are!

If you are interested in volunteering with 
Tracy please email her at lovetopurr@
virginmedia.com or contact the shelter on 
info@shropshirecatrescue.org.uk
For further information on DofE please 
speak to your school or visit the DofE website
.
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Who’s Who at Shropshire Cat Rescue.

Who’s Who at the magazine.

Shropshire Cat Rescue is a Registered Charity (number 1071884). The charity was 
established in 1998 and is proud to have Virginia McKenna and Jim Hawkins as 
Patrons.
You can contact the Shelter on 01743 872857 and the Shropshire Cat Rescue 
Boutique (3 Roushill Bank, Shrewsbury, SY1 1PN) on 01743 236222. You can write 
to the Shelter Manager, Shropshire Cat Rescue, Windy Ridge, Lyth Hill Road, Bayston 
Road, Shrewsbury, SY3 0AU or email info@shropshirecatrescue.org.uk
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