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Welcome to the Spring 2019 edition of
The Cat’s Whiskers.

Thanks to Volunteer Karen 
Wainwright for the photograph of 
Lucy, our cover star. You can read 
more about Lucy on page 11.
Many thanks to those contributing 
to this edition and a special 
welcome to some new contributors. 
We are also grateful to those 
organisations and individuals who 
support us financially.

Comments or suggestions for future 
editions of this magazine are always 
welcome. Please let me know your 
thoughts.
David Bates
Magazine Editor.

Did You Know?

The Rescue Shelter now takes Chip 
and Pin payments for adoption, 
donations and coffee shop and gift 
shop sales.  You can also use Chip 
and Pin at our shop at Roushill Bank, 
Shrewsbury.
The Gift Shop sells a full range of 
items that you need for your new 
cat/kitten including cat carriers, 
litter, food, litter trays, beds and 
bedding, feeding and drinking 
bowls, toys, cat grass to sow, 
drinking fountains amongst other 
things. Please come and visit by 
making an appointment or on one 
of our Open Days which begin in 
May.

SCR has been selected by Little 
Waitrose, Pride Hill, Shrewsbury to 
benefit from a share of its monthly 
£500 donation to local good causes.  
Since its launch in 2008, the scheme 
has donated over £30 million to 
good causes in store and online. The 
more tokens SCR gets, the bigger 
the donation we receive.  Drop your 
token in with every visit you make 
to the Pride Hill store. We would be 
very grateful for your support. 
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Shelter News.
By Marion Micklewright, Shelter Manager and John Coles, Assistant Shelter Manager.

Patrick Hey was awarded the 
“Student of the Year Award” by 
Tracy Frampton from our Sunday 
Morning team.  Patrick started 
off as a Duke of Edinburgh Award 
student back in January 2016 and 
now helps train new students.  Olivia 
received her DofE Bronze award 
and Chloe completed her twelve 
week volunteering programme in 
December. Olivia and Chloe

The first flakes of snow are falling as I 
write this towards the end of January, 
and the village residents prepare 
for snow with extra blankets and 
radiators turned up.  Thank you to 
all the volunteers who came in and 
cared for the rescue cats over the 
festive season.   Our thanks also go to 
our supporters who kindly donated 
biscuits, mincepies and chocolates.  
Donations have continued into the 
new year.   This is resident Tuppence 
sampling some of the treats that were 
part of a tremendous donation of 
food by Park Issa Vets of Oswestry.Tuppence and volunteers Daphne 

Owen and Cressida Page

We have a new year to look forward to, the 
new pens are finished and look superb.  
Bruce, our first resident in pen 2, showed 
his appreciation and gave a paws up.  Thank 
you to Richard Micklewright who through 
the rain and winter completed the Paws for 
a Cuppa patio area, which means we have 
room for another 6 Bistro tables for our 
visitors on open days.  
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Our Sunday Students put their 
artistic talents to good use and 
decorated the shelter with some 
mighty fine pumpkins. Well 
done Alma, our pumpkin winner, 
although she may have had a little 
help.

Training for the new heart 
monitor has taken place, 
this will provide more 
help and diagnosing 
of our village residents’ 
heart conditions.  This 
is a very valuable and 
important piece of 
equipment and has 
been put to immediate 
use.  Thank you to Lola, 
one of our village cats, 
who kindly helped with 
the training, or rather, 
pointed out the fun we’ll 
have as cats are not great 
patients!

We do try our hardest to ensure our 
kittens go to a safe new, forever 
home. It is great to see that, 18 
months on, this little fella has some 
extra security. We know who is boss.
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Congratulations to Susie Phillips who has qualified as a Veterinary Nurse. 
In addition, she completed the Cat Behaviour course to the Advanced 
Level.  Mother and daughter Anji and Susie have also both completed their 
International Cat Care Certificate in Animal Behaviour.  Congratulations to 
you both, I know how much hard work you put into this and I am sure SCR 
will reap some of the rewards.

 Susie receiving her scroll having 
qualified as a Veterinary Nurse.

Jamie, Ruth and a 
group of youngsters 
from Runcorn visited 
before Christmas as 
part of their Social 
Communication work.  
Of course being around 
the animals is always 
the most fun, we did 
knuckle down to some 
arts and crafts with the 
theme being “cats in 
hats”.



The Cat’s Whiskers Spring 20197Shropshire Cat Rescue

Forthcoming Events

Shropshire Cat Rescue
The Cat’s Whiskers Dinner and Auction

Wednesday 10th April 2019
6.30pm for 7pm.

Origins Restaurant, London Road, Shrewsbury, SY2 6PR.

£25 per person 

Includes a glamour puss cocktail
and canapés, followed by

a 3-course meal. 

Coffee will be
by donations.

Shropshire Cat Rescue Open Days
The Shelter will be open, without appointment, on the first and third Saturdays in April, 
May, June, July, August and September 2019 from 12 noon to 4.00pm.  You can visit on:

April 6th and 20th
May 4th and 18th
June 1st and 15th
July 6th and 20th

August 3rd and 17th
September 7th and 21st

On these dates we will be serving our delicious home-made cakes and cream teas, our 
gift shop and coffee shop will be open and there will be plenty of volunteers on hand 

to show you around and answer your questions.  Visitors can wander around the shelter 
and see our ponies, goats, sheep, ducks, hens, guinea pigs, rabbits and our cats.

You need to book an appointment to visit the Shelter on Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and 
Friday.  Appointments are available between 11.00am and 3.00pm.

The Shelter is closed to the public on Wednesdays and Sundays.
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Shropshire Cat Rescue
Shop Shrewsbury
Needs Volunteers

• Make our customers feel special 
when you serve them.

• Sort the donations we receive 
from our fabulous supporters.

• Find hidden gems in the Stock 
Room.

• Advise customers about our 
Charity, what we do and why we 
do it.

• Show us how creative you can be 
to make the shop attractive to our 
customers.

The purrfect role is just waiting for you!  We need Retail Assistants for 
our shop in Shrewsbury Town Centre.  You will need to:

For more information call into the SCR Shop on Roushill Bank, contact the Shop Team Leader on 
01743 236222, the Shelter on 01743 872857 or email info@shropshirecatrescue.org.uk

• A warm SCR welcome, relevant 
training and you will join a friendly 
sociable Team.

• A 20% discount off goods you 
purchase from the Shop.

• Staff rest area 
• Flexibility to fit with your lifestyle.
• Knowing that you are making a 

difference to the lives of the cats 
rescued, rehomed or cared for.

What will you get from us:



BUSINESSES – why not promote your goods and 
services to these cat lovers with an advertisement 
in this exciting new publication? The magazine is A5 
(14.8x21cm) 

Eighth of a page - £20 per edition - £60 for the year
Quarter of a page - £35 per edition - £105 for the year
Half Page - £55 per edition - £165 for the year
Full Page - £80 per edition - £240 for the year
Prestigious Back Cover Position:
£120 per edition - £360 for the year

Contact us NOW to be part of this exciting magazine!
Telephone Marion Micklewright on:

 01743 872857
Email: info@shropshirecatrescue.org.uk

www.shropshirecatrescue.org.uk



The Cat’s Whiskers Winter Spring 2019 10 Shropshire Cat Rescue

Pleased to meet you…
By Marg Lloyd Volunteer and Trustee.

As I sit here, on holiday in southern 
Spain, Shropshire Cat Rescue is 
never far from my thoughts, as those 
who know me will be well aware. 
My name is Marg Lloyd and I am a 
Trustee and Volunteer for the charity.
I started volunteering over eight 
years ago following early retirement 
twelve months previously. I told 
friends that when I was ready ’to do 
something’, it would be volunteering 
at Shropshire Cat Rescue for my 
‘furry fix’. I wanted to help cats but 
didn’t want the commitment of 
adopting one (that’s another story 
which happened later, and I couldn’t 
be happier than I am with my 
babies).
I began volunteering feeding and 
cleaning on the morning shift, once 
a week, and met so many lovely cats 
and in the process of doing so made 
lots of new friends.
Then, just over three years ago, I was 
invited to join the Board of Trustees. 
I thought long and hard about it.  My 
main concern was ’what have I got 
to offer?’ Eventually I agreed.
Only upon reading ‘The essential 
trustee: what you need to know, 
what you need to do’, the Charity 
Commission publication which 
explains the duties of a Trustee 
regarding legal responsibilities 
and charity management, did I 
become aware of the implications of 
trusteeship.
Since then I have learned much. 
There is a professional Code of 
Conduct to be adhered to, plus 
various policies that Shropshire 
Cat Rescue must have in place to 
satisfy the requirements of both 
The Charity Commission and HMRC. 

Indeed, the legal responsibilities 
involved can be quite a mine field.  
I am responsible for liaising with 
The Charity Commission, filing the 
annual accounts, and with HMRC 
in respect of the charity’s Gift Aid 
programme, and also the occasional 
attendance at seminars in order that 
we keep up to date with legislation.
What I love most about Shropshire 
Cat Rescue is: 
• the Shelter and the comments 

received about the care and 
cleanliness provided to the cats 
and kittens in our care by our team 
of dedicated volunteers. 

• our boutique charity shop in 
Shrewsbury where I really enjoy 
helping occasionally and our 
fantastic volunteers who strive to 
keep the shop open. 

• our involvement with Contact Teas 
Shrewsbury groups. 

• last but not least, networking, both 
physically and via Social Media, 
Twitter, Facebook, Instagram 
etc. When I get on my ‘soap box,’ 
friends really do have a problem 
getting a word in!

We are always looking for people 
with a variety of skills to join us.
You can follow Marg on 
Twitter @ShropsCatRescue

 Photograph supplied by Marg Lloyd
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Village Life.
By Karen Wainwright, Volunteer.

For this edition of The Cat’s Whiskers 
magazine I focus on a few of our 
adorable friends and tell you a little 
about them. 
Lucy arrived in the village in July 
2018 aged 15½. Lucy sadly has 
only three legs as one leg had to be 
amputated some time prior to her 
coming to us. Lucy is happy to greet 
you when you enter the village and 
allows you to stroke her a couple 
of times, after that, she starts to 
growl at you and occasionally tries 
to take a swipe at a passing moggy. 
I’ve found that Lucy has started to 
mellow a little.
Lola arrived in the village in May 
2018, we think that she is nearly 12 
years old. When she arrived at the 
shelter, we thought that she may 
have had a stroke some time before 
arriving at the shelter she appeared 
to be dragging one of her back 
legs. I am happy to report that she 
is doing very well and is happy and 
contented.  
Bernard arrived in the village back 
in October 2017. We discovered 
that he has some health conditions 
including a bad heart and 
unfortunately, he doesn’t have many 
teeth remaining. In 2018 his coat 
was de-matted. 

One of our volunteers weighs all 
of the moggies in the retirement 
village on a weekly basis. This 
helps us to detect any underlying 
conditions early.  
When we are able to, we try and 
rehome older cats providing that 
they are fit and well. I am pleased to 
be able to report that over the last 
couple of months we have rehomed 
two cats from the village namely 
Summer and Ford Van Dyke and we 
hope that they enjoy living in their 
new surroundings.
Through your kind donations we 
have raised sufficient funds to 
purchase a blood pressure monitor 
and training volunteers on how to 
use it took place in January 2019. It 
will mainly be used to monitor older 
cats in the village.
All the residents of the retirement 
village are looking forward to seeing 
you on the open days this year and 
these will commence in May 2019.
There are a number of ways that you 
can sponsor us including the village 
for £50 for the year – see page 19 on 
sponsorship. 

Lucy Lola Bernard de-matted Bernard today
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Duke of Edinburgh awards.
By Tracy Frampton, DofE and Student Volunteer Officer.

When the Shelter 
Manager asked me to 
write a regular article 
in the magazine about 
the Duke of Edinburgh 
awards’ (DofE), shift I 
jumped at the chance. 

Then of course came the thought, 
well what do I write about?   All the 
amazing cats we look after, the many 
students that have come through 
the shift through the years, or the 
regulars that come rain or shine 
week after week who help train and 
support anyone who volunteers for 
their DofE award? I thought about 
it and decided why not all of it, the 
shift would not work without all 
three.
So, this article covers a typical shift. 
We begin with a short meeting at 
the start of the shift, have a head 
count, and check if everyone is 
okay and ready for the shift ahead. 
The most popular DofE award 
to come through Shropshire Cat 
Rescue is the Bronze award so it is 
12 weeks of volunteering.   Each 
volunteer gets 3 weeks in each of 
the main areas at the Shelter, Cat 
Pens, Moggies Retirement Village, 
the Nursery and the Farm area. 
DofE volunteers get allocated to 
their areas first and then they get 
paired with a more experienced 
student for training and support. 
Throughout the shift I ensure all is 
well and check if there is anything 
the DofE volunteers need to know 
or anything they need to share with 
me. If there is an opportunity to do 
some extra training during the shift, 

then full advantage is taken.  On one 
occasion we had 10 kittens who all 
had to be bathed, so we had a line of 
students with kittens wrapped up in 
towels having a good dry. 
We also have different activities 
each week depending on what is 
happening at the Shelter.   If it’s a 
week of new DofE volunteers, then 
we will do a social activity to help a 
team to bond and gain trust in each 
other for the weeks ahead.  We also 
have a game where DofE volunteers 
hunt for questions around the 
Shelter which gives them an 
opportunity to explore the Shelter as 
well as work in team to learn about 
cat care in a fun and interactive way. 
We value team work and have fun 
whilst doing it.  The support that 
is given to each other is wonderful 
and lifetime friendships have been 
formed. I am proud of each and 
every DofE volunteer who has 
ever participated on the shift and 
wouldn’t want to do this without 
them.

More information about the Duke of Edinburgh 
awards can be found at www.dofe.org
Photograph by Andy Darby

Working on the Farm
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Music and Mince Pies at Café on the Cop – 
16th December 2018.
By Marg Lloyd Trustee and Volunteer.

For the past two years Andy 
Edwards, the owner of Café on the 
Cop has held fundraising events 
‘Sunday Afternoon Tea with Music’ 
in aid of Shropshire Cat Rescue. 
Andy has now retired from the 
business and Hannah has taken over 
from him.  Hannah agreed, without 
hesitation, that Andy could hold an 
afternoon tea for SCR once again. I 
met up with Andy and ‘Smelly Cat 
Club’ in September 2018 and we 
all agreed that an event close to 
Christmas would be a good and that 
the theme should be ‘Music and 
Mince Pies’.
Smelly Cat Club are a musical duo, 
Alan Jenkins and Rachel Ball, who 
began playing together during the 
past twelve months.  They write and 
sing their own songs as well as those 
of others.  Andy also arranged for 
‘Two Hats’ (Ron and Rod) a Semi-
Acoustic Blues Duo, who also have 
only been playing together for the 
last twelve months to join us.
It was an excellent afternoon and 
we had a ‘full house’.  Hannah 
made delicious mince pies for us 

all to scoff.  
Everyone 
enjoyed 
the music, 
especially 
some of the 
‘Smelly Cat 
Club’ original 
songs, which 
made us 
laugh.  Two 
Hats played 
blues, 
Clapton and 
Dylan and we had ‘sing-a-longs’.  
Smelly Cat Club brought along 
some badges which they sold, the 
proceeds being donated to SCR.  
Everyone donated their time for free 
and the event raised £115 for our 
Twenty 20 fund.  Our thanks go to 
Andy, Hannah, Smelly Cat Club and 
Two Hats, for making the afternoon 
such a happy and successful 
occasion.
Café on the Cop are at 20 Wyle Cop, 
Shrewsbury SY1 1XB and be contacted on 
01743 588794.
Photographs supplied by Marg Lloyd
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Wow, what a window.
By David Bates, Magazine Editor.

In November the Shop 
window commemorated 
the end of the 1914 to 1918 
conflict.  The armistice window 
was designed by Bobbie 
Nugent, Shop Volunteer, and it 
brought many a compliment 
from customers.
Photograph by Elayne Bates.

At the end of November, the 
window was redressed by Mel 
Smith with a festive theme.  
Unbeknown to Mel, Shop 
and Shelter Volunteer Rose 
Laird had entered the Shop 
into the Shrewsbury Business 
Chamber Best Dressed Window 
Competition in the Charity 
Shop category.  Mel’s fantastic 
window wowed the judges and 
Shropshire Cat Rescue were 
runner up.  
This is an annual free-to-enter 
Christmas Shop Window 
Competition.  The competition 
has been held by Shrewsbury 
Business Chamber in the town 
for more than twenty years. The 
annual Christmas competition 

is an opportunity to celebrate the creative talents of Shrewsbury’s retailers.  
Rose Laird attended the Award presentation ceremony and collected the 
certificate on behalf of Shropshire Cat Rescue. 
Photograph by Mel Smith.
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Finally, our thanks also go to 
Beverley Baker, former Mayor 
of Shrewsbury, who kicked 
off the New Year with another 
fabulous window display 
with a chic boutique theme.
Photograph by Susan Marine.

WHY NOT CHECK OUT OUR SHOP ON 
ROUSHILL BANK?

We have more preloved items arriving every day.
The shop is located on Roushill Bank which is between Lloyds Bank and Café 
Nero at the bottom of Pride Hill, Shrewsbury. It is attractively laid out on two 
floors and sells a wide range of books, CDs, DVDs, clothing, bags, bric-a-brac, 
jewellery and vintage goods. There are some real bargains to be found; why 
not come and look when you are in Shrewsbury? 

Opening hours 
Monday to Saturday 11:00am to 4:00pm.  
Closed on Sunday 
Telephone: 01743 236222
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Why Do Cats Get Stuck in Trees?
By David Bates, Magazine Editor.

Our cat Belle likes 
climbing trees, she 
is not always able to 
get back down, and 
we have to rescue her. 
Sometimes she comes 
down backwards or 
jumps onto the grass 
below. If cats can climb 
up trees, why can’t they 
climb down?

Actually, they can 
climb down, but the 
problem is that many 
cats just don’t know 
how.  To get down, 
they must go down 
backwards.  Some cats 
instinctively know how 
to do that, but others 
don’t.  Instead, they 
try to go down in a 
more natural, head-
first manner. They then can’t hold themselves up because of their upward 
pointing claws.  

Unfortunately, many cats either can’t figure out how to go down backward 
or are too afraid to do so and they become stuck!

Cat’s claws curve toward the back, which works well for climbing up the tree.  
They hook their claws in the bark of the tree and pull themselves up.  But if 
they try to come down head-first, those claws are now pointing upward and 
are almost useless for holding them securely to the tree. As Belle spends a 
lot of time outdoors scratching on rough surfaces and climbing trees, she 
wears her claws down naturally and they do not need trimming.
Photograph of Belle by David Bates.



Published quarterly – March, June, September and December

In June 2017 Shropshire Cat Rescue relaunched its quarterly magazine as a brand new, 
full-colour glossy magazine. It is full of interesting and informative articles about cat care 
and the work the Shelter does.
With a quarterly distribution of 1000 copies, your advertisement can be seen in homes, 
Vets and more all around Shropshire. It is available online through our website and 
Facebook page, which has an audience of around 50,000 cat lovers.

BUSINESSES – why not promote your goods and services to these cat 
lovers with an advertisement in this exciting new publication? The 
magazine is A5 (14.8x21cm) 
Eighth of a page - £20 per edition - £60 for the year
Quarter of a page - £35 per edition - £105 for the year
Half Page - £55 per edition - £165 for the year
Full Page - £80 per edition - £240 for the year

Prestigious Back Cover Position - £120 per edition - £360 for the year

Contact us NOW to be part of this exciting 
magazine!

Telephone Marion Micklewright on:

 01743 872857
Email: info@shropshirecatrescue.org.uk
www.shropshirecatrescue.org.uk

Advertising space for sale

Advertise your business in 

The Cat’s Whiskers
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The Fluffs.
By Tracy Frampton, DofE and Student Volunteer Officer.

When most people think of a 
cat rescue shelter, they think of 
meowing four legged animals 
needing to be cuddled and fussed.  
Nothing could be further from the 
truth.  Here at Shropshire Cat Rescue 
we look after cats of all ages, from 
pregnant mums all the way through 
to the retired ones, with the sick 
and injured in between. We wash 
bedding, fluff pillows and ensure 
that the Shelter facilities are clean 
and hygienic for the animals in our 
care. Infection control is of utmost 
importance.
Every cat is looked after and 
cared for by our dedicated team 
of volunteers at the Shelter, but 
it doesn’t stop there.   We have 
a shop, a vital source of income 
for the charity, along with the 
all the other fundraising events 
held throughout the year.  All the 
dedicated volunteers raise funds to 
make sure the Fluffs get medication 
and vets visits they need plus buying 
all the essential items needed to 
run the Shelter even down to the 
washing powder to clean the Fluffs’ 
beds.  There is a huge team working 
behind the scenes including 
fundraisers, gardeners, maintenance 
volunteers, foster families and many 
more.  Everyone has one goal in 
mind, caring for the Fluffs. We are a 
team. We are Shropshire Cat Rescue!
I am passionate about cats and will 
fight for the lives of the Fluffs.  I learn 
the names of those cats who come 
and go and those who stay, greet 
them like old friends, smile when 
they get re-homed and cry when we 
lose them.  I explain to others about 
the Book Buddies scheme and how 
parents hear their child read aloud 

for the first time, how we teach 
mindfulness and the difference cats 
can make to young lives and about 
the cat visits to residential homes 
and the smiles they bring to older 
people. I am proud to say I am part 
of a Charity that is far more than the 
name suggests.
Tracy has worked at the Shelter for 4½ 
years as a Shelter Volunteer, Shift Leader 
and DofE and Student Volunteer Officer.  
She believes in teaching cat care to the 
next generation who become the cat 
owners of the future.

Photographs from SCR Facebook page
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How to sponsor Shropshire Cat Rescue
Sponsor a Cat - £12 a year

Sponsor the Rabbits and Guinea Pigs - £15 a year

Sponsor the Nursery - £25 a year

Pickle moved into the Retirement Village in 2016 at 
the age of 10. She is tabby and white.

There are seven hutches and a large enclosure for the 
rabbits and guinea pigs.  The rabbits are neutered and 
vaccinated.  Some are rehomed whilst others are cared 
for at the Shelter.

The Nursery was built in 2011 from a grant by Support 
Adoption for Pets. There are seven pens for pregnant 
and nursing females and two incubators for orphans.

Titch is an elderly stray who came to live in the 
Retirement Village in February 2013. She is black and 
white and blind, but she still enjoys a good life.

Annwyn is a 12 month old tortoiseshell and white 
female. She now lives at the Shelter and has put 
herself in charge of vermin control.

Mandy moved into the Retirement Village in October 
2014. She is a blue Chinchilla Persian with lots of 
character.
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How to sponsor Shropshire Cat Rescue

Sponsor the Moggies Retirement Village - £50 a year

Sponsor the Shelter - £100 a year

The Moggies Retirement Village was built in 2010 and is 
currently home to over 25 elderly cats. 

The Shelter was built in 1999 and has continued 
to grow. We have 13 free ranger cats, 25 cats in the 
Retirement Village plus up to 122 cats and kittens 
waiting for homes. 

Your sponsorship or your gift

Pickle

£12
Your sponsorship begins on 
the first of the month following 
receipt of payment and lasts for 
12 months.  

You will receive a Sponsorship 
Certificate, plus an information 
sheet about your chosen 
sponsorship package, one or 
more photographs and an annual 
update to keep you in touch.

Mandy

Titch

Annwyn

Rabbits and guinea 
pigs £15

The Nursery £25

The Moggies 
Retirement Village £50

The Shelter £100
In addition to the above you will 
also receive 4 editions of The Cat’s 
Whiskers Magazine

TOTAL PAYABLE £

Please return the form and a cheque, made payable to Shropshire Cat Rescue, to Shropshire Cat 
Rescue, Windy Ridge, Lyth Hill Road, Bayston Hill, Shrewsbury, SY3 0AU.
More information about our sponsorship packages can be found online at
www.shropshirecatrescue.org.uk 
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How to sponsor Shropshire Cat Rescue
Your details

Title: Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms/Dr Address:

First Name(s):

Surname:

Tel:

Mobile:

Email: Postcode:

Is this a Gift?
If you are purchasing a sponsorship package as a gift, please provide the recipient’s 
details below. Your gift will be sent directly to them with a gift card bearing your 
name. To ensure your gift arrives on time, please order your gift package at 
least 2 weeks before the special day. 

Date gift should arrive: Occasion: 
Birthday/Anniversary/Christmas

Who is gift from (to appear on card): Other occasion:

Name of recipient: Address:

Tel:

Mobile:

Email: Postcode:

- boost your donation by 25p of Gift Aid for every £1 you donate!

I am a UK Taxpayer and would like to Gift Aid the cost of my sponsorship package. 

I understand that if I pay less Income Tax and/or Capital Gains Tax in the current tax 
year than the amount of Gift Aid claimed on all my donations it is my responsibility 
to pay any difference.

Please tick

Gift Aid is reclaimed by the Shropshire Cat Rescue from the tax you pay for the current tax year. Your address is needed 
to identify you as a current UK taxpayer.
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How you can help us
Not everyone can adopt a cat but there are lots of ways you can support the 
work we do at the Shelter.
You can find out about our sponsorship packages on pages 19 and 
20, visit us online at www.shropshirecatrescue.org.uk or contact 
Marion Micklewright at the Shelter on 01743 872857.

Donate any sum of money at our Virgin money 
giving page.

To buy a unique range Shropshire Cat Rescue 
merchandise from our eBay shop.

Visit our page and donate goods from our 
wishlist.

Giveacar is a not-for-profit social enterprise that 
can turn your old car into cash for UK charity.

By Cheque, payable to Shropshire Cat Rescue and 
sent to Windy Ridge, Lyth Hill Road, Bayston Hill, 
Shrewsbury, SY3 0AU.

The Cat’s Whiskers Magazine

Leaving a Legacy  

The quarterly magazine can be sent to you by post for a minimum donation 
of £5 for 4 editions.  This covers the cost of postage and packaging.  You 
can subscribe online at www.shropshirecatrescue.org.uk or contact 
Cindy Mason-Morris at the Shelter on 01743 872857.

Text SCRT75 to
70070 to donate £3 
to the Shelter

Text PURR15
to 70070 to donate 
£3 to The Big PURR 
Project.

If you would like to remember Shropshire Cat Rescue, please write us into 
your Will and register it with your solicitor; that way you can rest assured 
that you are going to make a real difference to the lives of many cats. 
Ask your solicitor to record our charity name “Shropshire Cat Rescue” and 
number (No. 1071884) or contact the Shelter if more information is required.
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In November 2018 construction 
work began on our three 
replacement pens.  The new 
pens are the same design as the 
previous pens which were worn 
out.  Our cat residents have the 
best accommodation whilst we find 
forever homes for them. The pens 
took two days to put up and two 
days to put the washable flooring in 
and are now in full use.  
Thank you to all our supporters 
whose donations have made 
it possible to upgrade the 
accommodation.  Also, thanks to 
our demolition team, Richard and 
Martin, for ensuring the site was 

ready for 
the new 
development 
and finally for 
the excellent 
workmanship of 
Smiths Sectional Buildings.
Smiths Sectional Buildings are a 
family company. They are specialist 
manufacturers of high-quality 
chicken houses for gardens, free 
range chicken houses, duck houses, 
goat houses, mobile field shelters, 
horse stables and lots more. They 
can be contacted on 01630 673747 
or visit info@smithssectionalbuildings.co.uk 

Building a brighter future.
By Marion Micklewright, Shelter Manager.

Daphne Owen organised a two 
course meal for volunteers at The 
Peach Tree Restaurant in Abbey 
Foregate, Shrewsbury on Friday 
18th January.  The venue was 
spacious, the staff wonderful, the 
food delicious and of course our 
annual get-togethers wouldn’t be 
complete without a quiz, game and 
a raffle.  The event was hosted by 
Marion, our Chairman and some of 
our volunteers travelled from as far 
away as Wolverhampton and Dudley 
despite having had snow the same 
day.
Volunteer Julie Kampler said: “A big 
thank you to Daphne, for organising 
our night out at the Peach Tree, Ola 

for the raffle 
prizes, and 
Marion for 
organising 
the quiz. It 
was a lovely 
evening, and 
enjoyed by all 
I’m sure”.
The Peach 
Tree is 
open all 
day every 
day, serving food from early in the 
morning until late in the evening.  
Visit www.thepeachtree.co.uk to find 
out more.

New Year Get-together for Volunteers.

SCR Volunteers at The Peach Tree.  
Photograph supplied by

Marion Micklewright.
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The Big Plan for Ulitmate Rescue 
Relocation (PURR) Project aims to 
raise £2 million to create an exciting 
new centre near Shrewsbury to 
encourage education, community 
activities, leisure, tourism and 
animal welfare, to benefit the whole 
community.
In this edition we feature arts and 
crafts.  Moving to larger premises 
will incur more fundraising and 
whilst doing so, how lovely to 
weave it into the everyday life of 
the volunteers and supporters by 
hosting concerts in the grounds; 
animals enjoy music too and a 
designated area surrounded by 
beautiful planting could provide 
contentment and much needed 
funds for all those involved.  Music 
is of course linked to dance and it 
would be wonderful to embrace 
the old arts of Morris dancing and 
Maypole dancing throughout 
the year, both as fundraising 
exercises and as a way to celebrate 
communities and social get-
togethers.
Crafts have always been a successful 
way of fundraising, but how much 
more fun it would be to have a craft 
making building where we share 
craft making activities with the local 
community and make items on site 
to sell for our charity.
Local crafts-folk could sell their 

goods (animal 
related) at a 
monthly market 
held on site 
which would 
attract visitors 
and prospective 
money spenders 
to the centre.  
The potential for 
working with the 
arts and crafts 
sector is endless.
The detailed 
planning for all 
aspects of the 
Big PURR Project 
continues as the Charity aims to 
reach £2m to fund this ambitious 
plan.

You can donate to the Big PURR 
Project in many ways. Please go to 
page 22 to see how you can help us 
achieve our target.

The Big PURR Project
By Marion Micklewright, Chairman
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Kitten Club
Welcome to Kitten Club! These two pages are just for 
kids, we hope you have fun.

Colour the picture in
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Jokes
Q. What do you call a pile of kittens?
A. A meowntain.

Q. What did the alien say to the cat?
A. “Take me to your litter.”

Q. How do cats get over a fight?
A. They hiss and make up.

Fun facts
Cats have the largest eyes relative to their head size of any mammal.

Cats walk like camels and giraffes: They move both of their right feet 
first, then move both of their left feet. No other animals walk this 
way.

A cat with a question-mark-shaped tail is asking, “Want to play?”

Each cat’s nose print is unique, much like human finger prints.

Do you want to share your story, photograph or your artwork?  Have you heard a great 
cat joke you think will have us rolling around laughing? If so, please send it in! We love 
seeing what kids write, draw, paint and create.

Send any contributions to Magazine Kitten Club, Shropshire Cat Rescue, Windy Ridge, 
Lyth Hill Road, Bayston Hill, Shrewsbury, SY3 0AU or email them to waltonbarns@zen.
co.uk.  We cannot guarantee that all submissions will be published.
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HEALTH MATTERS- CAT FLU.
By Rebecca Bennett, Quarry Vets.

With the short days, long nights and 
dark winter months finally easing up, 
we can only hope that the season for 
coughs, colds and the flu is coming 
to an end for us all.  

Cat flu is a common illness 
that affects our feline friends. 
Unfortunately, it is not always 
limited to the winter months but 
can be seen at all times of the year. 
It can be caused by a number of 
different viruses and bacteria.  80% 
of cat flu cases are caused by one 
of two viruses- Feline Herpesvirus 
and Feline Calicivirus, and there are 
some important bacterial infections 
involved too. 

Similar to in humans, flu can cause 
signs such as 

• Runny/sore eyes

• Coughs

• Sneezing

• High temperature

• Discharge from nose

• Loss of appetite

• Ulcers in the eyes/mouth

• Pneumonia

Some cats with flu will recover 
quickly and uneventfully. However, 
it must not be forgotten that flu 
is a very serious condition and 
can cause long term problems-
sometimes unfortunately even 

death especially in the young, old or 
immunocompromised cat. Flu can 
also be brought on by stress and 
therefore can often be a problem 
when cats are rehomed or spend 
time in a rescue centre or cattery. 

Cat flu, like flu in humans, is very 
contagious. It can be spread by 
direct contact between cats, but 
the viruses can also survive in the 
environment for up to a week 
and it can therefore be indirectly 
transmitted between cats by 

Lily, a very sweet little cat who had to be 
hospitalised at Quarry Vets for 2 weeks for 
severe cat flu. Luckily, she has now found 
a loving home thanks to Shropshire Cat 
Rescue and their volunteers 
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humans from being carried on 
clothes, food bowls, grooming 
equipment etc. Even if your cat 
never goes outside, it is therefore 
still important that they are 
vaccinated against cat flu.

If your cat is unlucky enough to be 
affected by cat flu, treatments for 
your pet are similar to what you 
might do if you had the flu. Keeping 
warm, drinking plenty, keeping 
your nose comfortable and clean, 
taking any prescribed medication, 
finding tempting things to eat, all 
help recovery. As does a good dose 
of pampering and TLC!  Often this 
is done at home where your cat is 
likely to be happier and less stressed, 
though we do sometimes need to 
hospitalise cats at the surgery to 
treat them in severe cases.  

Regular vaccinations are very 
important and will help to protect 
your cat against Flu. These can be 
started in kittens from 8 weeks of 

age, and it is important to keep up 
yearly booster vaccinations.  If you 
have questions, do speak to the staff 
at your local veterinary surgery. 

Rebecca Bennett graduated from the 
University of Edinburgh in 1999, and 
has worked at Quarry Vets, Shrewsbury 
since 2008. She enjoys all aspects 
of her job, especially working with 
cats. Quarry Vets can be contacted at 
www.quarryvets-shrewsbury.co.uk or 
telephone 01743 362556.
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Your Cat Questions
Answered by Susie Phillips, Registered Veterinary 
Nurse and Volunteer.

My cat Mavis has been diagnosed with 
osteoarthritis and after a blood test 
was given pain relief. I have checked the 
internet and it says that what Mavis has 
been given causes kidney failure. What else 
can I give instead as what I have read has 
made me not want to give it?
I am sorry to learn that Mavis has osteoarthritis. 
I’m not sure what you have been prescribed but 
usually the initial drug used for Mavis’s condition 
is an NSAID (Nonsteroidal anti-inflammatory 
drug). If this is the case your veterinary surgeon 
will have taken a blood test to check that there 
aren’t currently any problems with Mavis’s 
kidneys. This is because the long-term use of 
an NSAID can possibly aggravate any problems 
with the kidneys if they aren’t functioning well. 
There is research now that indicates the risk of 
kidney failure from long term NSAID use is very 
low. I advise you to discuss your concerns with 
your veterinary surgeon as he or she will have 
access to and be up to date with current research. 
It is a requirement for all veterinary surgeons 
and nurses to complete courses and workshops 
every year that guarantee their Continuing 
Professional Development (CPD). These are set 
and monitored by the RCVS (Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons). It ensures that all veterinary 
surgeons and nurses practising in the UK are up 
to date with the latest research and treatments. 
Please remember that a lot of internet sites are 
not written by professionals within the field for 
which they are giving information and there is a 
lot of false information out there that can cause 
more harm than good. Your veterinary surgeon 
will have the best interests for Mavis at heart and 
by prescribing the pain relief is ensuring that she 

has a good quality of life and is kept as pain free 
as possible.  
I used NSAIDs to help relieve the pain of 
Osteoarthritis for my old cat Marley for nearly 
5 years and kidney failure was not the reason 
I eventually said good bye to him. There are 
additional things that can help alleviate the 
problems caused by Osteoarthritis and you can 
discuss these with your veterinary practice. There 
will usually be a veterinary nurse on hand to 
explain how you can adapt things in the home to 
help Mavis, such as providing raised food bowls. 
There are also nutraceuticals (supplements) 
that are specifically created to help cats with 
Osteoarthritis. If your veterinary practice runs a 
Senior Cat Club, you might consider taking Mavis 
along to it. 
Use the questionnaire on Pages 33 and 34 to 
see if your cat displays symptoms of chronic 
pain.  

Susie Phillips is a Registered Veterinary Nurse and 
has completed the ISFM Advanced Diploma in Feline 
Behaviour.  Susie has volunteered for Shropshire Cat 
Rescue with her mum for over 5 years and loves it.  
She has 5 Rescue Cats, Pippin, Gizzmo, Bob, Tyrian 
and Alice the newest addition. 

Susie would love to hear your 
questions or queries.  Email 

info@shropshirecatrescue.org.uk quoting “Your 
Cat Questions” in the subject line or write 

to Shelter Manager, Shropshire Cat Rescue, 
Windy Ridge, Lyth Hill Road, Bayston Hill, 

Shrewsbury, SY3 0AU. We will try to respond to 
as many queries as possible, but it may not be 

possible to answer all questions we receive.
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Who’s Who at Shropshire Cat Rescue

Who’s Who at the magazine

Shropshire Cat Rescue is a Registered Charity (number 1071884). The charity was 
established in 1998 and is proud to have Virginia McKenna and Jim Hawkins as 
Patrons.
You can contact the Shelter on 01743 872857 and the Shropshire Cat Rescue 
Shop (3 Roushill Bank, Shrewsbury) on 01743 236222. You can write to the Shelter 
Manager, Shropshire Cat Rescue, Windy Ridge, Lyth Hill Road, Bayston Road, 
Shrewsbury, SY3 0AU or email info@shropshirecatrescue.org.uk
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