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Welcome to the Winter 2017/18 edition 
of  The Cat’s Whiskers.
This is the third edition of the new look 
magazine, I hope you enjoy reading it. Many 
thanks to those who have contributed 
to this edition with articles, pictures or 
advertisements.
Our front cover picture shows Lily.  Thank 
you to Chris Wright of Helter Skelter Studios 
(www.helterskelterstudios.com) for taking the 
cover picture. Lily was a stray who now resides 
in the Moggies Retirement Village.  You can 
read about Village Life on Page 16 and it is also 

featured on Page 26.  
In this edition, we are pleased to announce 
that the first major fundraising milestone 
for the Big PURR Project has been reached.  
We have raised over £500,000 towards this 
ambitious project.  Thank you for continuing to 
support Shropshire Cat Rescue.

David Bates.
Magazine Editor.
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By Marion Micklewright, Shelter Manager.

Our much-awaited new pen block 
was supposed to be erected in June 
but typically, we had to wait until 
September. In the interim, having 
taken down the Kitten Room which 
was leaking very badly, we erected 
(with the help of volunteers Sandra 
and Mark Forwood) temporary pens 
in our pony stable.
We provided the cats that occupied 
the stable with as much as we 
could for example a radio, a chair 
to sit on, a box to hide in etc. but 
we were rather surprised when one 

cat, Denis, decided one very busy 
Saturday morning to run out of the 
open door, up onto the pen roof and 
then leap onto the top of the cavity 
wall of the stable and disappear 
down the cavity. Despite setting a 
trap with lovely smelly food, calling 
and coaxing, Denis decided to stay 
put somewhere in the stable wall. 
Several attempts were made at 
knocking holes in the block wall to 
locate the cat but to no avail and we 
agreed that Denis had probably left 
the building. However, on Monday 
morning my husband, who was 
examining the holes, heard a noise 
within the wall and with the help of 
a small torch and mirror, we could 
see exactly where Denis was.
After much hammering and more 
hole-making we managed to extract 
poor Denis. He was very happy to be 
out of his hole and was moved to a 
proper pen where he showed that 
far from being frightened, or cross 
after his ordeal, he was in fact a real 
softy and it wasn’t long before he 
found his forever home.

On the weekend of 16th and 
17th September I attended the 
International Cat Care’s “Cat 
Weekend” in Birmingham. I went 
with two friends and learned about 
managing and supporting cats with 
arthritis, keeping indoor cats, stress-

free vet visits, conservation, extreme 
breeding, supporting cats with 
kidney disease, ethical dilemmas 
and fostering. The two-day event 
was very interesting and I could 
bring back lots of ideas and valuable 
information all of which could be 
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applied to the cats in our care.
In August, we admitted a beautiful 
Bengal cross stray cat into the 
shelter. She was pregnant but in 
good condition. Beth gave birth to 
nine beautiful kittens and despite 
only having six nipples, she has 
coped brilliantly and all nine of them 
were off to their forever homes at 
the end of October.
Towards the end of August, we had 
several elderly cats being admitted 
into our village. It is always a 
concern as to whether the new cats 
will mix well with the residents and 
despite taking as much history and 
behavioural details from the owners 
or relatives of the old cats, quite 
often a whole new scenario evolves, 
and not always with the desired 
results. Patsy and Coco arrived 
together with Coco being extremely 
protective of his friend; the pair 
inhabited a cottage but refused 
entry to the other residents. Coco’s 
area of protectiveness began to 
extend and he became hostile when 
any cat went near the cottage door, 

the path and eventually the far end 
of the village. Patsy and Coco had 
to be moved to a shelter pen in the 
hope that a home can be found for 
them, not an easy task trying to find 
a home for two elderly cats. Ellie, a 
black female, was also moved down 
to the main shelter after spending 
far too much time on a cottage roof 
and refusing to come down due to 
fearing the other cats.

Milly was brought into the village from 
Wolverhampton as we were concerned about her 
wellbeing. She was predominantly white with 
black splodges and estimated to be around 16 
years of age, living outdoors and looking slightly 
worse for wear.
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Duncan and Garfield were admitted 
as elderly cats but turned out to 
be much younger. They had been 
given shelter by a well-meaning 
but desperately under-funded lady 
who had kept them in a dog crate 
for three months with no exercise. 
Their plight only came to light after 
another rescue organisation got 
involved with the large number 
of dogs that she had also rescued. 
Sadly, as the animals had food and 
shelter she wasn’t breaking the 
law and we can only hope that 
someone reports the lady to the 
authorities who may at least make 
recommendations and referrals.
Cyril was admitted in October. He 
is a large 15-year-old male who 
hates other cats. Obviously not a 
candidate for our village but as 
the people were desperate to not 
have Cyril put to sleep I reluctantly 
agreed to try and find a home for 

him. Despite his age, Cyril 
is incredibly fit and is also 
an excellent hunter. We are 
hoping to find Cyril a country 
home where he can make life 
hell for local vermin for many 
years to come!
In October, we admitted a 
four-week-old kitten that had 
been found in a coal shed; his 
mum hadn’t returned to feed 
him in 24 hours and there was 

concern for his safety and wellbeing. 
The kitten arrived extremely cold 
and hungry and we got him into 
the incubator as quickly as possible. 
Injecting fluids under the skin 
resolved the dehydration issues that 
he had and within 30 minutes he 
was curled up fast asleep with a full 
tummy of warm milk. We named 
the kitten Charlie Boy and for three 
nights he received care through 
the night. Two days after admitting 
Charlie Boy we were asked to take in 
another three kittens of a similar age 
but from a different area. This little 
group were much more advanced 
than Charlie Boy and were eating 
solids and using a litter tray with 
ease. After a week apart, we moved 
Charlie Boy in with the kittens who 
are now playing, eating and sleeping 
together.

Lilliput is a sweet little black and 
white stray from Telford. She had 
been given shelter by an elderly lady 
but unfortunately her own cat was 
not prepared to share with the stray 
and so we had to collect her. Lilliput 

was seen by our vet the same day 
and booked in for an urgent dental 
appointment. Poor Lilliput had all 
her teeth removed – her mouth 
must have been extremely sore!

All Photographs taken by Marion Micklewright.
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Pleased to meet you…
By John Coles, Assistant Shelter Manager

Hello, my name is John and I’m the 
Assistant Manager of the Rescue 
Shelter. What do I do daily here? As 
little as possible, the shift volunteers 
do the grafting!
I started as a volunteer 5 years ago 
and took on this new role at the start 
of the summer 2017. My morning 
starts with a greeting, come rain 
or shine, from Blackie who eagerly 
awaits my arrival in the car park, and 
not far behind Anwyn, who normally 
brings me a present. Both cats will 
follow me as I carry out a shelter 
check. I’ve been lucky to witness two 
litters being born on my morning 
rounds. I will make sure that the 
laundry room is clear and up and 
running for the oncoming shift. Then 
I’ll start the feeding as by now all 
the free rangers (our free roaming 
cats) have ambushed me! Then 
swiftly moving on to the livestock, 
ducks, chickens, ponies, goats, and 
sparrows from the nearby bushes! 
Any other little jobs that need doing 
I’ll quickly do before the oncoming 
shift turns up. Quite often I will make 
a journey to the vets, which normally 
involves a tussle with a cat into a 
carrier, which they often win.
On my return, the shift leader will 
be organising which volunteer takes 
charge of an area, but if we are short 
staffed I’ll take on any tasks that 
need doing. It’s important that there 
is communication between the Team 
Leaders and volunteers each day to 
make sure that any issues that are 
flagged up about any of our cats 
is shared, understood and we act 
appropriately. I try to make sure that 
the shelter is an enjoyable place to 
volunteer, and if I can I offer to help 
everyone.

Hygiene at the Rescue Shelter 
cannot be underestimated as it 
is vital to keeping our residents 
healthy. I’m normally wearing a 
pair of marigolds (not pink) and 
washing all the cat trays, plates, 
toys, making sure the washing 
machine is not sleeping, and 
assisting with the carrying of stock 
or rubbish bags. I also move cats at 
the Shelter and collect them from 
the vets. My ‘things to do list’ grows 
throughout the shift, and you can 
find me making sure that low stock 
is ordered via the Shelter Manager, 
taking in deliveries and ensuring 
recycling is done. 
Then it’s time for a break. Normally 
a good cup of tea with the other 
volunteers and a catch up. Late 
morning and it’s medication time 
and topping up plates or low 
stock. Each day I make notes about 
volunteer levels, cover and holidays. 
I train and work with all our work 
experience volunteers. Finally, 
to finish off the shift, a meeting 
with Marion Micklewright, Shelter 
Manager. We discuss any problems 
or concerns from the shift which I 
leave with Marion to sort out! 
I’d like to thank all volunteers and 
the readers for your support, cheers!

Photograph courtesy of Jim Hawkins
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Forthcoming Events
Shropshire Cat Rescue will be represented at the following events. Please 
come and support us and say “hello” to our amazing fundraisers and 
outreach workers.

December 9th – Pets at Home
Shrewsbury 1.30pm until 3.30pm.
Meet the Volunteers and a cat from our 
Retirement Village.

February 3rd – Pets at Home
Shrewsbury 1.30pm until 3.30pm.
Meet the Volunteers and a cat from our 
Retirement Village.

12 December - Carols on the Parade 
Bayston Hill Parade 6.30pm. Raising 
funds for Shropshire MIND and 
Shropshire Cat Rescue.

February 8th – Quiz Night 
The Bailey Head Pub, Oswestry at 7.30pm 
prompt.

January 6th – Pets at Home
Shrewsbury 1.30pm until 3.30pm.
Meet the Volunteers and a cat from our 
Retirement Village.

February 15th – Art Squad Anarchy
The Old Post Office, Milk Street, Shrewsbury 
from 7.30pm until 10.30pm. Tickets £10; 
proceeds to Shropshire Cat Rescue.

January 16th – Twenty 20 Launch 
Grand Quiz Night 
The Shrewsbury Club, Sundorne, 
Shrewsbury from 7pm. Costs £6 per 
person, teams of six please. To book 
contact Amanda on 07720677530.
Celebrating 20 years of becoming a 
registered charity.

March 3rd – Pets at Home
Shrewsbury 1.30pm until 3.30pm.
Meet the Volunteers and a cat from our 
Retirement Village.

March 17th – Table Top Sale 
Memorial Hall, Oswestry, 9.30am until 
12.30pm. 
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Kitten Club
Welcome to Kitten Club! These pages are just for kids. Have fun!

Did you know?
Cats have over 20 muscles to 
control the movement of their 
ears.

Did you know?
A cat called Félicette was sent 
into space in 1963.

Dot-to-dot
Our mischievous mascot Mickey has made a new friend! Her name is Pippa 
and she likes to tell jokes. Join the dots to see what she looks like. Start at 
number 1, and draw a line directly to number 2, then from there to number 
3, and so on until you get to number 60.

Q: Who brings 
presents for cats at 
Christmas?
A: Santa claws!

Q: What is a cat’s 
favourite colour?
A: Purrrple!
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This drawing by Ruby, aged 12, from Whitchurch is of her cats Gwen, Jessie 
and Max as cartoon characters. We think they look pretty fierce! Good job 
Ruby.

We’ve had some photos sent in by readers. 
Here are Asher and Lola, awaiting their birthday 
presents. They celebrate their birthdays on the 
same day, with a year difference in their age. Lola 
is an affectionate, relaxed cat, and is quite happy 
for Asher to carry her around like a baby.

Readers’ photos

Here is a rather younger member of our 
Kitten Club! These adorable friends are 
Sienna and Boo.

Do you want to share your story or your artwork? Have 
you heard a great cat joke you think will have us rolling 
around laughing? If so, please send it in! We love 
seeing what kids write, draw, paint and create.

Send any contributions to Magazine Kitten Club, 
Shropshire Cat Rescue, Windy Ridge, Lyth Hill Road, 
Bayston Hill, Shrewsbury, SY3 0AU or email them to 
scrkittenclub@gmail.com. We cannot guarantee 
that all submissions will be published.
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Win!
Welcome to this edition’s competitions! To win, simply read our magazine and answer the ques-
tions. Send your name, address, telephone number and email address along with your answers 
to scrcontest@gmail.com. Alternatively, post your answers to SCR Winter 2017 Competition, 
Windy Ridge, Lyth Hill Road, Bayston Hill, Shrewsbury, SY3 0AU. The closing date for entries is 
31st January 2018. All correct answers received by the closing date will be entered into a draw 
and the winners notified within 4 weeks. We will include the winners’ names in the next edition of 
the magazine.

Win a family ticket to Park Hall Farm, Oswestry
Park Hall Farm is a family activity destination with 
indoor and outdoor fun. Visit their website at www.
parkhallfarm.co.uk
Question 1: In the “Cats Love Care Homes” 
article, which cat has a particular fondness for 
sitting in care home residents’ laps?

Win a midweek night’s stay in a yurt
The Little Yurt Meadow is a family-run glamping site near 
Whitchurch. Check out their facilities online at www.
thelittleyurtmeadow.co.uk
Question 2: What feature of the Big PURR Project is 
focused on in this edition?

Win a £20 voucher from Pets at Home
Pets at Home is a national pet supplies retailer. Visit them 
online at www.petsathome.com
Question 3: How many guests did Contact the Elderly 
bring to the Shropshire Cat Rescue for a tea party in 
the article “Care, conversation and a cuppa”?

Last edition’s winners
Thank you for all your entries to the summer edition contests. The Climbing 
the Walls tickets were won by Marg Lloyd who correctly answered Noodles, 
Personalised pet blanket from Poppies Pet Blankets was won by Rachel 
Sadler, and the answer was hospital and quarantine facilities.  The Nixon’s 
Pet Food voucher winner was Cherise Page, who correctly answered that 
heatwave/very hot. Thanks for your entries, and if you didn’t win, better luck 
next time!
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Care, conversation and a cuppa!
By Marg Lloyd, Trustee and Volunteer

This summer Shropshire Cat 
Rescue hosted its first afternoon 
tea for contact-the-elderly.org.uk. 
Contact the Elderly held its first 
tea party in 1965 and since then 
has supported more than 100,000 
lonely older people. The organisation 
is supported by a network of 
volunteers, and it organises monthly 
Sunday afternoon tea parties for 
small groups of older people aged 75 

and over, who live alone, offering a 
regular and vital friendship link every 
month. Marg Lloyd tells us how this 
all came about.
In February, I started ‘Tweeting’ 
with Ali @PollySparky and I saw her 
tweets for @contact_teas, the twitter 
account for Contact the Elderly. Ali 
volunteers for the Contact the Elderly 

as a driver in Wiltshire. A new group 
was being set up in Shrewsbury 
commencing in May. Ali was 
originally from Shrewsbury, where 
her mother and sister live and her 
mother was going to be one of the 
people invited by the newly-formed 
Group.
Shropshire Cat Rescue readily agreed 
to hold an afternoon tea for the two 
groups which had been set up in 
Shrewsbury so that they could all 
meet at the Rescue Shelter. I asked 
some Shelter volunteers to help. 
Susan Marine, who volunteers in the 
Shrewsbury SCR shop, and Suzanne 
Masters (@snoopysue71), who works 
for AgeUK, also helped, and Sandra 
Harris (@buttonburycraft) provided 
her mother’s vintage table cloths and 
some bunting to decorate the staff 
room.
We have some wonderful Twitter 
contacts for food who were 
only too willing to help. Kath 
(@Crescent_Cakes) provided 
cupcakes and cat-faced biscuits, Ali 
(@LaBonneParis1), baked scones, 
Rene Jones, one of the admin 
volunteers, made lemon drizzle 
cakes and fresh cream strawberry 
tarts. Reece (@sootysweep44), who 
in a previous life had been a baker 
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and was very proud of his chocolate 
brownies agreed to make some 
for us (they were to die for!) Susan 
and I went shopping for other 
food, and Susan and her husband 
Charlie made sandwiches. At the 
Shelter Dianne Beaumont, Trustee, 
Julie Kampler, Volunteer and Alan 
Miller organised the staff room and 
we set the table. Daphne Owen, 
Volunteer, and Sandra arranged the 
decorations and everything was 
ready for our guests. Our 14 guests, 
and their volunteers enjoyed a 
scrumptious afternoon tea. 
Our Chairman, Marion, thanked 
our guests for coming and hoped 
they had enjoyed themselves. She 
also thanked all the volunteers and 

tweeters who made the afternoon 
possible. We all went down to the 
lawn and some of our guests visited 
the Moggies Retirement Village 
while others relaxed on the seats 
under the marquee. Marion brought 
round one of the Shetland ponies 
and Julie, a pigmy goat on its lead, 
while Daphne brought Sparkle, one 
of the cats who visits care homes.
Working with the elderly is an 
important aspect of Shropshire Cat 
Rescue’s work. The afternoon was 
such a success that we intend that it 
will become an annual event. 

Sincere thanks to John Benge 
(@johnbengemodel) for taking 
superb photographs and to the 
Shrewsbury group co-ordinators 
Katie Shoosmith and Rhian 
Oxenham. If you are interested 
in hosting an afternoon tea or 
volunteer driving please contact 
Jenny.Bright@contact-the-elderly.org.uk
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Village Life
By Karen Wainwright, Volunteer

In this edition, we meet our oldest 
and youngest moggies who reside in 
the Retirement Village. We have three 
amazing moggies who are aged 19 
years: Sparkie, Rosie and Sparkle.
Sparkie and Rosie are adorable sisters 
who are both very affectionate and 
are devoted to each other. Back in 
early 2014, Rosie was very poorly 
and had to be rushed to the vet 
who diagnosed her with a deep ear 
infection. Rosie was found paralysed 

down her left side and it looked like 
she had suffered a severe stroke. 
While Rosie was being cared for by 
the vets and nurses, Sparkie was 
beside herself and was pining for her 
sister. Following consultation with 
the vet, it was agreed that Sparkie 
could be taken to her sister. Sparkie 
immediately started grooming Rosie 
and it speeded up Rosie’s recovery. 
Even to this day Sparkie will still 

groom her sister when she thinks she 
needs it. They were the first cats to 
visit the elderly in local retirement 
homes until their own retirement.
Sparkle 
arrived at 
the shelter in 
2015. Sparkle 
is a very 
handsome 
boy who is 
also 19 years 
old and now 
has very few 
teeth. Sparkle 
is adored by the volunteers as he 
is such a friendly chap who enjoys 
attention. Like Sparkie and Rosie, 
Sparkle has also visited the elderly in 
local retirement homes which he has 
enjoyed.

Our youngest 
resident is 
Pickle. She is 11 
years old. Pickle 
featured as our 
cover girl on the 
Summer 2017 
edition of this 
magazine and is 

one of our sponsored cats. She tends 
to be a nervous cat until you get 
to know her, then she can be very 
friendly. Pickle often can be found 
on one of the benches or jumping 
on to the cottage roofs. She has a 
lovely character but prefers not to be 
picked up.

Photographs by Karen Wainright

Karen Wainright is a long serving volunteer at Shropshire Cat Rescue. 
She carries out several roles and is a member of the Magazine Team 
and has specific responsibility for magazine distribution.

Sparkie

Sparkle

Rosie

Pickle
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Back in August a woman arrived 
at the Shelter having witnessed a 
dishevelled individual throw a water 
container onto a garage forecourt 
and drive off. The container had 
secured in it three black female 
kittens who had clearly been in the 
small space for several days judging 
by the smell and volume of urine 
and faeces they were forced to stand 
in.  
The owner had taken the kittens, 
along with a van full of other 
unwanted items, to a boot sale 
the day before and having been 
unsuccessful in selling the kittens 
had left them in his van – we’re 
obviously not sure what the 
intended destination for the 

kittens or the other items was to be. 
Luckily due to the intervention of 
Gill Bowler who saw the container 
and contents and approached the 
man prior to him discarding them, 
we could clean them up, win back 
their confidence and successfully 
find loving homes for them.

Lucky Black Kittens
By Marion Micklewright, Shelter Manager

Big PURR Project reaches major 
fundraising milestone
By Marion Micklewright, Chairman

The Big Plan for Ultimate Rescue Relocation 
(PURR) project aims to raise £2 million to 
create an exciting new centre near Shrewsbury 
to encourage education, community activities, 
leisure, tourism and animal welfare, to benefit 
the whole community.
With your help, we have reached our first 
major fundraising milestone of £500,000.  This 
is a tremendous achievement that should 
not be underestimated.  The Trustees wish to 
express their gratitude to all the volunteers for 
their continuous efforts to raise money, to all 
those individuals who support our cause or to 
all those businesses who generously give their 
time, skills and products.
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How to sponsor Shropshire Cat Rescue
Sponsor a Cat - £12 a year

Sponsor the Rabbits and Guinea Pigs - £15 a year

Sponsor the Nursery - £25 a year

Pickle moved into the Retirement Village in 2016 at 
the age of 10. She is tabby and white.

There are seven hutches and a large enclosure for the 
rabbits and guinea pigs.  The rabbits are neutered and 
vaccinated.  Some are rehomed whilst others are cared 
for at the Shelter.

The Nursery was built in 2011 from a grant by Support 
Adoption for Pets. There are seven pens for pregnant 
and nursing females and two incubators for orphans.

Titch is an elderly stray who came to live in the 
Retirement Village in February 2013. She is black and 
white and blind, but she still enjoys a good life.

Annwyn is a 12 month old tortoiseshell and white 
female. She now lives at the Shelter and has put 
herself in charge of vermin control.

Mandy moved into the Retirement Village in October 
2014. She is a blue Chinchilla Persian with lots of 
character.
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How to sponsor Shropshire Cat Rescue

Sponsor the Moggies Retirement Village - £50 a year

Sponsor the Shelter - £100 a year

The Moggies Retirement Village was built in 2010 and is 
currently home to over 25 elderly cats. 

The Shelter was built in 1999 and has continued 
to grow. We have 13 free ranger cats, 25 cats in the 
Retirement Village plus up to 122 cats and kittens 
waiting for homes. 

Your sponsorship or your gift

Pickle

£12
Your sponsorship begins on 
the first of the month following 
receipt of payment and lasts for 
12 months.  

You will receive a Sponsorship 
Certificate, plus an information 
sheet about your chosen 
sponsorship package, one or 
more photographs and an annual 
update to keep you in touch.

Mandy

Titch

Annwyn

Rabbits and guinea 
pigs £15

The Nursery £25

The Moggies 
Retirement Village £50

The Shelter £100
In addition to the above you will 
also receive 4 editions of The Cat’s 
Whiskers Magazine

TOTAL PAYABLE £

Please return the form and a cheque, made payable to Shropshire Cat Rescue, to Shropshire Cat 
Rescue, Windy Ridge, Lyth Hill Road, Bayston Hill, Shrewsbury, SY3 0AU.
More information about our sponsorship packages can be found online at
www.shropshirecatrescue.org.uk 



The Cat’s Whiskers Winter 2017/1821Shropshire Cat Rescue

How to sponsor Shropshire Cat Rescue
Your details

Title: Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms/Dr Address:

First Name(s):

Surname:

Tel:

Mobile:

Email: Postcode:

Is this a Gift?
If you are purchasing a sponsorship package as a gift, please provide the recipient’s 
details below. Your gift will be sent directly to them with a gift card bearing your 
name. To ensure your gift arrives on time, please order your gift package at 
least 2 weeks before the special day. 

Date gift should arrive: Occasion: 
Birthday/Anniversary/Christmas

Who is gift from (to appear on card): Other occasion:

Name of recipient: Address:

Tel:

Mobile:

Email: Postcode:

- boost your donation by 25p of Gift Aid for every £1 you donate!

I am a UK Taxpayer and would like to Gift Aid the cost of my sponsorship package. 

I understand that if I pay less Income Tax and/or Capital Gains Tax in the current tax 
year than the amount of Gift Aid claimed on all my donations it is my responsibility 
to pay any difference.

Please tick

Gift Aid is reclaimed by the Shropshire Cat Rescue from the tax you pay for the current tax year. Your address is needed 
to identify you as a current UK taxpayer.
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How you can help us
Not everyone can adopt a cat but there are lots of ways you can support the 
work we do at the Shelter.
You can find out about our sponsorship packages on pages 19 and 
20, visit us online at www.shropshirecatrescue.org.uk or contact 
Marion Micklewright at the Shelter on 01743 872857.

Donate any sum of money at our Virgin money 
giving page.

To buy a unique range Shropshire Cat Rescue 
merchandise from our eBay shop.

Visit our page and donate goods from our 
wishlist.

Giveacar is a not-for-profit social enterprise that 
can turn your old car into cash for UK charity.

By Cheque, payable to Shropshire Cat Rescue and 
sent to Windy Ridge, Lyth Hill Road, Bayston Hill, 
Shrewsbury, SY3 0AU.

The Cat’s Whiskers Magazine

Leaving a Legacy  

The quarterly magazine can be sent to you by post for a minimum donation 
of £5 for 4 editions.  This covers the cost of postage and packaging.  You 
can subscribe online at www.shropshirecatrescue.org.uk or contact 
Cindy Mason-Morris at the Shelter on 01743 872857.

Text SCRT75 to
70070 to donate £3 
to the Shelter

Text PURR15
to 70070 to donate 
£3 to The Big PURR 
Project.

If you would like to remember Shropshire Cat Rescue, please write us into 
your will and register it with your solicitor; that way you can rest assured that 
you are going to make a real difference to the lives of many cats. Ask your 
solicitor to record our charity name “Shropshire Cat Rescue” and number 
(No. 1071884) or contact the Shelter if more information if required.
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The Asda Foundation supports 
Asda’s Community Life 
programme ‘Chosen by you… 
given by us’. It provides the 
funding for local charities and 
good causes nominated by Asda 
customers and colleagues.
In 2017, the Foundation will 
invest £1 million to support over 
10,000 local charities and good 
causes.
Thank you to Anna Griffiths 
who visited the Rescue Shelter 
to present a cheque for £200 to 
Assistant Shelter Manager John 
Coles. Thank you to the many 
Asda customers who supported 
us.

Peter Kampler ACILEx, gives advice on 
leaving a legacy. Peter was a Probate 
Manager for HSBC Trust Company, prior 
to his retirement. He is now a volunteer 
for Shropshire Cat Rescue.
Shropshire Cat Rescue wrote to all local 
solicitors recently to bring us to their 
attention, because surveys have shown 
that most people don’t always know or 
use the correct name of a charity. Often, 
they are instructed to leave a sum to the 
cats, dogs or donkeys, and the Will writer 
effectively chooses the charities!
A survey found that PDSA, the national 
veterinary charity, was often confused 
with the RSPCA whose objects are 
completely different. This led to PDSA 
re-branding and changing their 
colours from white lettering on a blue 
background – the same as RSPCA – 
to light green background with red 
lettering. 
Even if you leave a gift to family 
members, such as “To my nephews 
and nieces…” it is preferable to include 

their names and addresses. The 
solicitor dealing with your estate won’t 
necessarily know you or your family, 
and will need a Statutory Declaration 
swearing by someone who knew you 
to identify the intended beneficiaries. 
If there is no such person, a specialist 
company would have to be instructed to 
trace them, and your estate would pay 
their fees!  
In summary, it is vital to be precise 
in the wording of your Will to avoid 
unnecessary costs in trying to fill in the 
gaps. Solicitors charges are typically up 
to £250 an hour in the provinces, and the 
inclusion of all the information in your 
Will can save a lot of time, money, and 
frustration for the beneficiaries of your 
estate.  
Please remember, if your intention is to 
leave a legacy to this charity, it is 

What’s in a name?

Shropshire Cat Rescue, Windy 
Ridge, Lyth Hill Road, Bayston Hill, 
Shrewsbury, SY3 0AU.
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Sponsoring a Retired Cat
By Jim Hawkins, Shropshire Cat Rescue Patron

I know how fortunate I am to have 
room in my life – and in my house 
– for a cat. Ollie’s quite the senior 
gentleman now, a far cry from the 
kitten I collected from the house of 
a cat-rescue volunteer in Darlington 
many years ago. 
Not everyone’s circumstances, 
though, allow for a cat to be a daily 
companion. It might be a health 
condition that means sharing 
a home with a cat is out of the 
question. Many people in rented 
accommodation can only wish to 
have a cat around the place. 
If that’s true for you, or for someone 
you know, you’ll be interested to 
hear of a way you can bring a cat 
into your life. 
Shropshire Cat Rescue isn’t just a 
waypoint for strays and homeless 
animals. It’s also home to a Moggies 
Retirement Village, a specially 
constructed enclave where senior 

cats can spend their days in comfort. 
Some of these cats will have been 
the loving companions of people 
who have passed away, or whose 
circumstances have changed so 
that looking after their cat is no 
longer possible. They may not be 
candidates for rehoming; they may 

need a secure, permanent home 
where their humans can visit them, 
or at least know they’re being well 
cared-for. Perhaps they need special 
care due to injury or long-term 
illness. 
You can support one of these cats, 
without having to offer them a 
home. How? By becoming their 
sponsor. 
For a modest amount each month, 
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A big thank you…
... To the Oswestry Team. The table 
top sale on 14th October at the 
Oswestry Memorial Hall raised 
£206.08. The weather was good and 
we had a steady flow of regular and 
new customers. We had a lovely 
selection of Christmas and Shropshire 
Cat Rescue goods along with our 
delicious cakes and preserves. Thank 
you to my helpers: Ola Trillo, Pat Hatt, 
Val Baty, Trisha Leigh, Kate Moore 
Williams, Carol Davies, Nicola Glover 
and Lisa Jolly; my cake makers: 
Margaret Richards, Gaye Kent and 
Paul Passey; and to Beryl Williams 
who makes jewellery and cards. 
Thank you to the new Manager of 

the Oswestry Memorial Hall who is 
always very helpful. Without you all 
I would not be able to do all these 
events.  
To the Shrewsbury Charity 
Christmas Card Shop: many thanks 
to the Charity Christmas Card Shop 
Committee for all their hard work and 
to volunteers Penny Ross and June 
Howells for working at the shop on 
behalf of Shropshire Cat Rescue. 
Special thanks also go to Gill Bowler, 
Trustee, and her team who work 
tirelessly for the good of Shropshire 
Cat Rescue.

you can sponsor a cat whose home 
is at Shropshire Cat Rescue. Perhaps 
you’d like to give a sponsorship as a 
gift to a cat-lover? 
It’s easy to find out how to do it. 
You can use the form on pages 20 & 
21 in this magazine or go to www.
shropshirecatrescue.org.uk (the 
Shropshire Cat Rescue website), click 
on ‘Donate’ then on ‘Sponsorship’. 

All the information you need is 
there, waiting for you to make the 
connection and bring a cat into your 
life from a distance. 

Photographs courtesy of Jim Hawkins
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The Big PURR Project

The Big Plan for Ultimate Rescue 
Relocation (PURR) Project aims to raise 
£2 million to create an exciting new 
centre near Shrewsbury to encourage 
education, community activities, 
leisure, tourism and animal welfare, to 
benefit the whole community.
Shropshire Cat Rescue has outgrown 
the current Shelter at Bayston Hill. 
There is no more room for expansion 
and we desperately want to support 
more cats and kittens to find their 
forever homes. Over the next year, the 
magazine will focus on key aspects of 
this ambitious project. In this edition, 
we feature the Retirement Village. 
The Moggies Retirement Village is an 
important part of the Rescue Shelter 
and this magazine regularly features 
our feline residents. The Village is a 
place for cats at the end of their years 
who have been given a second chance 
in life. Through no fault of their own 
older cats are hard to find homes for, 
so a Retirement Village was created 
so the cats can live out their days 
surrounded by love, warmth and food. 
Our current Village has space for 25 
cats.  It is important that the Village is 
not overcrowded as elderly cats are 
more susceptible to disease and they 
need easy access to a warm, draught-
free bed which must be placed where 
they can sleep comfortably without 
disturbance. Our Village cats cost a 

lot of money to care for with specially 
formulated food that is gentle on their 
delicate stomachs and veterinary care 
which often entails expensive dental 
and thyroid operations. Our local vet 
visits weekly to ensure that our elderly 
cats are monitored very closely to 
ensure first-rate care.
Our proposals for the new centre 
will be to build at least three villages, 
all themed slightly differently and 
enabling visitors to walk around easily 
to see the little cottages in landscaped 
settings which provide an interesting 
and desirable home for our elderly 
cat friends.  We also plan to build a 
Village hospital to offer critical care to 
any residents that require additional 
help. With a feeding area and plenty 
of storage for food, litter, trays and 
bedding, our proposed villages will 
take up a large space and a large part 
of our funding at the new centre.
The detailed planning for all aspects 
the Big PURR project is continuing 
as the Charity aims to reach the £2m 
to fund this ambitious plan. You can 
donate to the Big PURR Project in 
many ways.  Please 
go to page 22 to 
see how you can 
help us achieve 
our ambitious 
fundraising target.

By Marion Micklewright, Chairman
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Caturday Night Fever hits Shrewsbury!
By Susan Marine and Daphne Owen

2018 is the 20th anniversary of 
Shropshire Cat Rescue becoming 
a registered charity. The Twenty 20 
Team are planning 20 events in 2018 
to mark the occasion and raise funds 
for the Big PURR Project. To get in 
the mood the Team organised a 
70’s inspired disco. The evening was 
a fantastic success with everyone 
strutting their stuff in flares and 
platform shoes!  

A big thank you to: Pengwern 
Books, who sold tickets for the 
event; Steve Elliott for being 
official photographer; Monkmoor 
Fish Bar for the catering; 
Salop Unison Club for hosting 
the event; Paul Cowdroy of 
www.solidgoldentertainment.co.uk 
for supplying the Disco and 70’s 
table centrepieces; and Sandra 

Harris of Buttonbury Crafts for 
donating the drapes and balloons 
and decorating and transforming 
the venue.
Our thanks also go to all those 
who donated prizes for the raffle 
including Shrewsbury Town Football 
Club, The Unison Club, Tanners, 
Lajina Masala, La Bonne Parisienne, 
Jaynie Carpenter, Cineworld 

Shrewsbury, and Sainsbury’s Abbey 
Foregate. The event raised £662 
including a £31 donation from Steve 
Elliott who also provided a photo 
studio and printing service.
See the Events listing on page 9 for 
more Twenty 20 events.  Just look for 
the Twenty 20 logo.

Photographs courtesy of Steve Elliott at
www.steveelliottimages.co.uk
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HEALTH MATTERS – Dental Disease
Advice from Rebecca Bennett, Quarry Vets, Shrewsbury.
In this second article about health 
problems seen in the Retirement 
Village, I am going to talk about 
dental disease, or bad teeth. In fact, 
although dental disease is one of 
the main things we deal with in the 
village cats, it is a problem in any 
age of cat, even young ones, and 
the impact of it on a cat’s wellbeing 
should not be underestimated. 
If any of you have had toothache, 
you will know how awful it is. Cats 
very commonly have sore teeth, 
but because it is in their nature to 
hide the fact they are unwell, tooth 
pain is often overlooked and goes 
undiagnosed. Cats will usually 
continue to eat despite severe pain, 
and it is only often only after the 
problem has been solved, and the 
sore teeth have been extracted, that 
owners suddenly realise how much 
happier their cats are. 
People mostly think of old cats 
getting rotten teeth, and if this is 
the case they can be removed under 
anaesthetic. Rotten teeth are often 
obvious: you may notice a smell from 
your cat’s mouth, or they may drool. 
A less well understood problem is 
one specific to cats, can be seen at 
any age, and has a very complicated 
name. Feline Odontoclastic 
Resorptive Lesions (FORLs) have 
another much easier name to 
remember – Neck Lesions. Specific 
to cats, it is not known exactly why 
they happen: whether it is diet, 
genetics, or just bad luck. Neck 
lesions are small holes in the tooth 
enamel right at the gum line, and 
over time the tooth is eaten away at 
the base, and eventually can snap 

off.  Sometimes the only early sign of 
the problem is a bit of gingivitis, or 
gum inflammation. This progresses 
to a sensitive and painful hole, which 
is often visible. The solution to the 
problem is unfortunately extraction 
of the tooth.
We commonly find tooth problems 
at routine booster vaccinations, 
and the advice would always be 
for your cat to have a dental and 
tooth extractions if needed.  It is 
sometimes the case that your vet 
may find more affected teeth once 
your pet is under anaesthetic, as 
the neck lesions in the early stages 
are tiny and can often not be found 
until a dental probe is used to check 
all the teeth.  It can be a shock to 
find that your cat needs teeth to be 
removed. However, there is usually 
no doubt that they are better with 
fewer teeth than sore teeth.
Dentals need to be done under a 
full anaesthetic, and we realise as 
vets that this can be a worry to you, 
especially if your cat is old or frail. 
Your vet will do as much as they can 
to minimise risk, and the benefits in 
most cases outweigh the risks. To be 
pain free is so important. 
Working with Shropshire Cat Rescue, 
this is very well understood by the 
Rescue Shelter, and therefore a lot of 
dental work is done, on both young 
and old cats. If you are a regular 
visitor to the Retirement Village, you 
will see a lot of happy cats. A large 
number of these have no teeth! 
If in doubt, get your cat’s teeth 
checked at your Veterinary Practice.

Rebecca Bennett graduated from the University of Edinburgh in 1999, and has worked at Quarry Vets, Shrewsbury 
since 2008. She enjoys all aspects of her job, especially working with cats. Quarry Vets can be contacted at 
www.quarryvets-shrewsbury.co.uk or telephone 01743 362556.
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North Shropshire College (Walford Campus) 
visit Shropshire Cat Rescue
By Daphne Owen, Volunteer

Earlier this year I took my niece 
Bethan to “Be a Keeper for a Day” 
at Walford Campus for her 8th 
birthday. They have 100 species and 
700 animals in total. Bethan fed a 
colony of Meerkats, learnt about 
looking after tropical fish, fed and 
stroked a variety of lizards, fed birds 
of prey and much more. We were 
accompanied by Bex Walker who, 
as well as running the Keeper Days, 
also lectures in small animal welfare. 
We got talking and I mentioned the 
work we do at Shropshire Cat Rescue 
in particular the work we do with 
students who do work experience at 
the shelter. 
Bex was delighted when I invited her 
on a tour of the Cat Rescue Shelter 
with some of her students.  We 
arranged a date and Bex estimated 
there would be around 10 students. 
Imagine our surprise on the day 
when 30 students and staff arrived! 
The proposed visit had obviously 
caught their imagination.
We enjoyed showing the students 

round the Shelter, which included 
a presentation of the varied work 
we do at Shropshire Cat Rescue, 
including taking cats to Care Homes, 
the Book Buddies scheme and Duke 
of Edinburgh Awards.
Staff members Rebecca Walker 
and Dawn Sloan said: “We were 
given a warm welcome and the 
students were made to feel at ease 
especially with the introduction and 
presentation which gave a thorough 
understanding of the work done 
by the volunteers and indeed the 
community links. The cats were 
well and truly cared for in superb 
surroundings and the facilities were 
immaculate and homely. The varied 
needs of the cats were met through 
different accommodation and care. 
It was interesting to see various 
other community links such as Duke 
of Edinburgh scheme, Mindfulness 
being used as an opportunity to 
further learn and develop new skills 
and training volunteers for the 
future.”
The students said: “Visiting 
Shropshire Cat Rescue was a great 
experience we learned so much 
about they do as a charity. They told 
us about the Big PURR Project so 
they could expand in the future. The 
staff were great towards the cats and 
the other animals and they had a 
lovely approach with us as visitors. 
Other than cats they had other 
animals at the Shelter like ducks, 
goats, ponies, guinea pigs and 
rabbits which was great to see.”

 Students in the Moggies Retirement Village with volunteer Julie Kampler
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There was plenty for the students to 
see at the Shelter: “Another thing we 
really liked was the stones they had 
painted with the names of the cats 
that have unfortunately passed away 
with a little picture to remember 
them by. They had an amazing little 
shop you could go in and buy some 
animal food to feed to some of the 
animals and buy little souvenirs with 
Shropshire Cat Rescue on them. 
The cat’s cages were a good size 
where the cats could roam around 
freely in them to stretch and play. 
All the cats were so well cared for 
with everything they could want 
or need. Each cat’s enclosure had 
an information sheet to tell you if 
the cats were female or male, their 
age, any medication they take, their 
names and some information on 
the cat’s behaviour. While walking 
around the area a lot of cats were 

walking freely around looking like 
they are loving life.”
There was no doubt that the 
Moggies Retirement Village was the 
highlight of the tour: “Shropshire 
Cat Rescue had an area for the 
older cats and for cats that have 
long term illness. After we had a 
tour around the Shelter Manager 
gave us a presentation which was 
very informative and educational. 
We would definitely like to go back 
soon.”
We welcome visits from schools 
and colleges. Anyone interested 
in coming along should ring the 
Shelter on 01743 872857.
North Shropshire College is 
a leading provider of Further 
Education in Shropshire. Visit 
www.nsc.ac.uk for more information.

Shropshire Cat Rescue Shop

The shop is located on 
Roushill Bank which is 
between Lloyds Bank and 
Café Nero at the bottom of 
Pride Hill. Why not come 
and look when you are in 
Shrewsbury?
Telephone: 01743 236222
Email: 
kimmason.scr@gmail.com
Shropshire Cat
Rescue Shop
3 Roushill Bank,
Shrewsbury,  SY1 1PN

Monday to Saturday 
10:00am to 5:00pm.  
Closed on Sunday

This is the new shop phone number:

01743 236222
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Congratulations you are all stars!
By Marion Micklewright, Chairman

Shropshire Cat Rescue is entirely 
reliant on volunteers. Our volunteers 
are all remarkable individuals who 
give their time and energy to give 
our cats a better life. Each year we 
celebrate with those volunteers who 
have given 5 years of service.

 As Chairman, I and the Trustees, 
wish to thank these long serving 
volunteers. This year certificates of 
Appreciation have been presented 
to Daphne Owen, Dianne Beaumont, 
Karen Wainwright, Shirley Wright, 
Laura Tarrel and Bobbie Nugent. 

Daphne Owen, Dianne Beaumont and Karen Wainwright receive Certificates 
of Appreciation.

Laura Tarrel and Bobbie Nugent receive Certificates of Appreciation from 
Marion Micklewright..
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Dear Shelter Manager,
My cat wakes me up at 3.00am 
every morning – I’m sooooooo 
tired!
No doubt every morning when you 
wake up you talk to the cat and 
either feed it or put it outside – 
puss clearly knows how to get what 
he wants in your house!
Our advice would be to prevent the 
cat from coming upstairs at night 
either by shutting it in a utility 
room or kitchen or even a garage. 
Provide a cosy bed in a warm spot, 
close to food and water and if the 
garage is the preferred sleeping 
area, a cardboard or wooden box 
ensures the area is draft free, warm 
and safe. As cats are drawn to heat, 
placing a microwavable gel pad in 
the bed may encourage your cat 
to use the bed and may also help 
it sleep through the night. Expect 
crying, scratching and general 
arguments from your cat at first, 
but hopefully, you will be fast 
asleep upstairs and won’t hear a 
thing!

Dear Shelter Manager,
I work on an Industrial Park and 
there are lots of cats breeding 
that you can’t get close to. Lots 
of the staff put food down but 
now management has said we 
must stop feeding them as that 
is encouraging them to breed – 
what can we do?
Firstly, by depriving the cats 
of food that they are used to 
receiving and have become 
dependent upon, they will starve 
and perish and the staff and 
management that work on the 
Industrial Park will be surrounded 
by undernourished, sickly cats 
which will not be a pretty sight 
for anyone. Secondly, not feeding 
does not mean that they will stop 
breeding, though any kittens born 
would be less likely to survive. The 
best way to proceed would be to 
call SCR who will provide traps 
and put in place a feral neutering 
programme whereby the cats will 
be trapped, neutered and ear-
tipped and returned to site. This 
will control the size of the colony 
and identify those cats that have 
been neutered.
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Dear Shelter Manager,
I recently purchased a kitten off 
the internet. I was told the kitten 
was 8 weeks old but my vet has told 
me that it is only about 5 weeks. 
The kitten had fleas and the house 
stank of cat faeces and urine. I was 
not shown the mum or dad cat and 
there seemed to be more than one 
litter of kittens available. I felt quite 
distressed and wish I’d had enough 
money to buy more – what would 
you have done?
Unfortunately, buying kittens off the 
internet appears to be a growing 
trend especially when the public 
demand smaller, younger, pretty 
colours etc. SCR advice would always 
be to adopt a kitten from a reputable 
rescue organisation where kittens 
are rehomed from 9 weeks of age 

and have been seen by a vet, have 
received their first vaccination and 
have been de-flead and wormed.   
Whilst your intentions were to 
“rescue” the kitten from the breeder, 
you have confirmed the demand 
for young and pretty cats and the 
breeder will no doubt be planning 
further litters. The best way to 
proceed when you have knowledge 
of ruthless breeders is to report 
cruelty, neglect or non-compliance 
to the Animal Welfare Act to the 
RSPCA, giving the address where 
the kittens are being bred from. We 
would also advise that you contact 
Trading Standards if the breeder 
is not registered as well as Inland 
Revenue as there is a high chance 
that they are not paying tax on their 
profits.

Dear Shelter Manager,
My cat keeps nibbling my 
houseplants, not only am I 
concerned that this can’t be good 
for the cat, I am also particularly 
fond of my houseplants and feel 
they need help!
Many houseplants are of course 
toxic to cats but as you haven’t 
mentioned that your cat has keeled 
over, we can assume that your 
houseplants are not toxic. Despite 
cats being carnivorous, they do 
like to nibble on a little greenery 
for time to time. We would suggest 
you provide your cat with more 
“cat friendly greenery” to nibble on 
such as bowls of cat grass (very easy 
to grow and available online in kit 
form). You can also buy cat grass 

seeds from supermarkets or garden 
centres. Cat-nip (Nepeta Cataria) is 
enjoyed by most but not all cats who 
will nibble or roll in it (available in 
the herb section of garden centres). 
Other herbs enjoyed by cats are 
parsley, mint, thyme and rosemary.  
But one houseplant that is very easy 
to grow and is loved by most cats is 
the Spider plant – every cat home 
should have one or two or three…
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Cats Love Care Homes
By Julie Kampler, Volunteer

I have been volunteering for 
Shropshire Cat Rescue since April 
2015, and feel very privileged to 
be a part of this fantastic charity. I 
became involved when an appeal 
was put out on Shropshire Cat 
Rescue Facebook page for someone 
to join their team that takes cats to 
visit the residents in local nursing 
homes. Straight away I knew that 
this was for me because I love cats 
and the elderly, so what could be 
more perfect for me to volunteer for? 
From the very first visit when I went 
with the two of the loveliest ladies – 
Daphne Owen and Cressida Page – I 
knew I had found something very 
special that gave me the greatest of 
pleasure to be a part of.
Over time I have got to know several 
residents at different nursing homes 
who look forward to our visits, and 
to see the smiles on their faces 

when we arrive is 
so rewarding. The 
residents that are very 
withdrawn will often 
become different 
people for the 
duration of the visit, 
and numerous times 
care home staff have 
told us they cannot 
believe the reaction 
from some of the 
residents on seeing 
the cats. Residents 
that never talk, smile 
or interact will start 
to stroke a cat or talk 
to it, and they will 
even start to talk to us 

about their past. I feel very humbled 
to witness this type of reaction first 
hand.
It’s not just the volunteers and 
nursing home residents who enjoy 
the visits – our cats enjoy all the fuss 
and attention they receive. Of course, 
you can never be totally sure that 
a cat will be happy going on a visit 
the first time, but fortunately we are 
very lucky to have some beautiful 
cats that love to go visiting. The first 
time we took Sparkle for a visit, he 
promptly saw a sofa, jumped on 
it and made himself comfy on the 
occupant’s lap. Sparkle also loves a 
comfy bed to curl up on. On one visit 
he was sat with a gentleman who 
was in bed, and when it was time to 
go I put him back in his buggy which 
was beside the bed but he had other 
ideas. He promptly jumped out of 

Three generations enjoyed the visit from Shropshire Cat Rescue’s feline 
friends at Holy Cross Care Home. Pictured are volunteer Cressida with 

daughter Cherise and mum Edwina.
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his buggy and straight back on to 
the bed. On another visit a resident 
wanted to stroke Sparkle but did 
not want him on his lap, so we put 
the buggy beside him so he could 
reach him. Again, Sparkle had other 
ideas and jumped out of his buggy 
straight on to gentleman’s lap. Of 
course, he could not say no, and 
they both ended up having a lovely 
cuddle together.
Moments like these bring memories 
of great joy, but are also tinged with 
a sense of sadness sometimes of 
what is lost in old age.

We take our cats on visits in special 
pet buggies, which gives them some 
personal space if they find the visit 
overwhelming.  Residents are still 
able to stroke a cat even if they don’t 
want it on their lap, unless the cat 
has other ideas!
I am also part of the Outreach Team 
and you may have seen or spoken to 
me at Pets at Home in Shrewsbury 
where we Meet and Greet once a 
month on a Saturday.

Summer loving… paid dividends!
By John Coles, Assistant Shelter Manager.

Our little hero of the summer! She 
goes by a few names, but mainly 
Tiny or Piglet.
She came to us at the beginning 
of summer with five brothers and 
sisters and a proud mum Janine. 
Sadly, Janine could only feed five of 
her kittens and so our little kitten 
was pushed away. After many 
attempts to encourage mum sadly 
Piglet was becoming more distant 

and struggling. Underfed and clearly 
lacking in size, she needed help and 
she was removed from her mum and 
cared for by the volunteers in the 
day and by Marion throughout the 
nights.
Piglet was placed in our incubator 
and hand reared, fed, bathed and 
loved. The weeks passed and it was 
touch and go, but all the hard work 
paid off. She was moved to her own 
pen and has become one of the 
team. She has been on the Tuesday 
morning visits to see the elderly 
in local care homes and share her 
story within the community. Every 
morning Piglet joins the volunteers 
in the staff room for coffee and 
cuddles. Thursday and Friday is treat 
time and home cooked chicken. 
She’s still the same size as a week-
old kitten but has a huge heart, and 
is loved by all at the Rescue Shelter. 
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Who’s Who at Shropshire Cat Rescue

Who’s Who at the magazine

Shropshire Cat Rescue is a Registered Charity (number 1071884). The charity was 
established in 1998 and is proud to have Virginia McKenna and Jim Hawkins as 
Patrons.
You can contact the Shelter on 01743 872857 and the Shropshire Cat Rescue 
Shop (3 Roushill Bank, Shrewsbury) on 07941 450379. You can write to the Shelter 
Manager, Shropshire Cat Rescue, Windy Ridge, Lyth Hill Road, Bayston Road, 
Shrewsbury, SY3 0AU or email info@shropshirecatrescue.org.uk
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